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What Is an “Action Plan”?

The following report is the culmination of a semester-long project at Ball State University’s 
College of Architecture and Planning. The students of the ARCH 506 Historic Preservation 
Studio worked with members of SOS Marion to develop an “action plan” to assist local 
organizations with their efforts involving preservation and community revitalization. SOS 
Marion chose the South Washington Street Corridor neighborhood as the primary focus 
area for this project, though principles outlined here could be successfully applied in other 
areas of Marion as well. 

It was the students’ desire to create an series of tasks for local organizations to implement 
moving forward. Several items can be started immediately and will show quick results, while 
others will require organizations to invest more time. All tasks are highlighted throughout 
the report and are included in the appendices. An abbreviated checklist can be found on 
page 15 of this report.

Successful community revitalization relies on active public, non-profit, and private sectors. 
Visionary leadership, the willingness to work together for the benefit of the community, 
and pride in the heritage of place combined with an understanding of how best to utilize 
cultural assets are all critical elements of success. This action plan identifies several ways in 
which SOS Marion and partner organizations can build upon past successes to continue to 
preserve local resources and ensure Marion’s future as a revitalized 21st century city. 

 INTRODUC TION1.
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The following students participated in this project; all are students enrolled in Ball 
State’s Graduate Program in Historic Preservation in the Department of Architecture. 
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Hunter Crews
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Adele Johnson
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The team was led by Assistant Professor and Program Director Susan M. Lankford.

Limitations 

The content of this project is limited to the expertise of the members of the Project 
Team, who are actively enrolled in the Graduate Program in Historic Preservation at 
Ball State. This is a class project; the Project Team does not have extensive expertise or 
experience in dealing with preservation planning. Therefore, it is recommended that 
appropriate professionals be engaged for a more comprehensive study of these issues 
if needed. 

The Graduate Program in Historic Preservation at Ball State makes its best efforts to 
ensure that student projects are thorough and accurate. However, Ball State in no way 
guarantees the quality of performed services or final products, and disclaims any and 
all warranties, including those of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose, 
with respect to any information, data, design, specification, prototype or any other 
item furnished to SOS Marion in connection with this project.
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Methodology

Developing the Action Plan was a collaborative process between the Ball State graduate 
student project team and SOS Marion. The Project Team completed the plan in two phases:

Information and Data Collection 

In the first phase, the Project Team gathered information from a variety of sources and 
places. The phase started with a data-gathering meeting with SOS Marion members and 
other community leaders from both the public and private sector. During this meeting, 
the students gained insight into local neighborhood revitalization efforts, development 
priorities, and needs. Through additional research, the team learned about Marion’s history, 
economy, and demographics. The team then carefully reviewed several other preservation 
plans and initiatives, case studies, and reports concerning community revitalization in Legacy 
Cities across the country. The students also traveled to the Ohio cities of Columbus, Mount 
Vernon, and Cleveland, as well as Detroit and Flint, Michigan to meet with preservation-
minded leaders, including government officials, preservation planners, and non-profit 
advocacy groups to share ideas and best practices concerning the use of historic resources 
to revitalize communities. 

Also during this phase, the students developed and launched UNCOVERMarion, an app-
based survey of the South Washington Corridor neighborhood. The main purpose of this 
initiative was to create a comprehensive database of the area’s historic resources in order to 
better tailor this Action Plan to the needs of the neighborhood. The data was also used to 
identify resources that could be nominated to the National Register of Historic Places. 

Development

In the second phase, the Ball State Project Team evaluated the information gathered 
during Phase One and developed a set of action items, advocacy suggestions, and project 
deliverables. These items are outlined in this report. The Project Team presented the draft 
Action Plan at a second meeting with SOS Marion, gathering feedback on the suggested 
initiatives and deliverables. The students then used the meeting feedback to revise the draft. 

The students’ coursework also included the development of a historic resource survey 
including a smart phone app and a user manual; several design studies; and draft nominations 
to the National Register of Historic Places. These items are included in the appendices.
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An undated photograph of the Grant County Courthouse in downtown Marion. 
Source: Indiana Historical Society
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 AC TIONS CHECKLIST2.

The Suggested Actions Checklist at right is intended to provide a brief overview of the 
goals the Project Team determined would be most valuable to SOS Marion and partner 
organizations. By prioritizing these items into three phases,  the students hope to highlight 
easy-to-accomplish goals and focus on those requiring more of a time or monetary 
investment later.

Items in Phase 1 emphasize short-term projects or those, like the submission of the National 
Register Nominations the class prepared, which have a short initial phase followed by a 
longer waiting period. SOS Marion has already begun other projects in Phase 1, such as 
forming a working partnership with Main Street Marion. 

Items in Phase 2 may require more planning, finances, or volunteer hours to complete than 
those in Phase 1, but will be good next steps after the successes from the previous phase. 

Items in Phase 3 are longer-term goals, and it may be beneficial to start the process on some 
of these items earlier with the understanding that they may take longer to come to fruition.

Regardless of which items SOS Marion chooses to focus on, the most important aspect 
should be that all volunteers are excited about the tasks and eager to build on each new 
success. More information about each action item is available in Section 5: Action Plan. 
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Suggested Actions Checklist

Prioritizing Method

Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3

The following is a checklist to guide SOS Marion in their preservation efforts in the coming years. All items should be 
considered holistically within the overall context of SOS Marion’s goals, as many of the items work in conjunction with 
each other. Refer to the page numbers listed beside each item for more information about how to complete them. The 
items below have been grouped into three phases:

 Phase 1: Items that should be done quickly or that can be started easily
 Phase 2: Items that involve some planning and initial work before starting
 Phase 3: Items that require more time to complete or planning with local organizations

Submit National Register Nominations

Launch Clean-Up Programs

Increase Outreach to Local Organizations

Continue to Partner with Main Street Marion

Initiate Community Branding Program

Facilitate Workshops

Work to Board Up or Clean up Abandoned Buildings

Advocate for Side Lot Program

Encourage Landscaping and Park Creation

Advocate for Public Art

Establish an Initiative to Acquire and Rehabilitate Real Estate

Encourage Marion to become a Certified Local Government

Support the Creation of Local Historic Districts

Assist in the Development of Design Guidelines

Create a Design Resource Center

Facilitate the Creation of Loan Programs

Advocate for the Creation of a Land Bank

Encourage Marion to Implement Landlord Licensing

p. 16
p. 17 
p. 17
p. 17
p. 19

p. 21
p. 21 
p. 22
p. 23
p. 24
p. 24

p. 25
p. 26 
p. 27
p. 28
p. 28
p. 29
p. 29
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This Action Plan promotes the use of historic 
preservation as a treatment plan to help revitalize 
the South Washington Corridor Neighborhood. 
When community members, non-profits, site 
developers, and local officials work together to 
invest in preservation, those efforts can lead to 
a substantial increase in the local quality of life. 
Admittedly, preservation does require resources 
and tenacity, but the benefits outwiegh the 
demands in both measurable and immeasurable 
ways. 

Preservation offers many benefits to a 
community. It does not stop growth; rather, it 
encourages development that is compatible with 
the community’s history. Historic architecture 
provides an aesthetic that fosters community 
pride and sense of place. The rehabilitation 
of existing structures increases surrounding 
property values, decreases vacancies, and 
reduces blight. Revitalized areas are also more 
likely to attract heritage tourists, who tend to 
spend more money per trip and have a higher 
likelihood of a repeat visit than other tourists. 

The benefits of historic preservation include:

 WHY PRESERVATION?3.
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Heritage

- Preservation enhances community identity. A preserved historic neighborhood 
gives the community a unique character that sets it apart from others.

- Preservation protects a community’s history. Buildings help tell a city’s unique 
story, and keeping architecture intact ensures that this story will be there for future 
generations to appreciate. 

- A vibrant, preserved community attracts new residents, new businesses, and 
heritage tourists. 

Economic 

- Several academic studies have proven the economic benefits of historic 
preservation activites. For example, a new study by the Preservation Green 
Lab based on the statistical analysis of American cities “finds that established 
neighborhoods with a mix of older, smaller buildings perform better than districts 
with larger, newer structures when tested against a range of economic, social and 
environmental outcome measures.” (For a copy of the report, see http://forum.
savingplaces.org/connect/community-home/librarydocuments)

- Preservation projects create jobs. Revitalized neighborhoods and commercial 
districts and other historic attractions, such as Marion’s Quilters Hall of Fame, draw 
heritage tourists who also spend money at local businesses and restaurants. 

Environment

- 25% of all new landfill waste comes from demolition and construction debris. 
Preserving our existing building stock helps save our environment. 

- Preserving existing buildings helps save resources that would be used for new 
construction and reduces construction costs.

- Demolition wastes any previous energy-saving investments.

- The greenest building is one that is already built. Aside from not contributing to 
landfills, historic homes often take advantage of “green” design elements such as 
large windows for natural light and transoms for ventilation. Historic buildings are 
also often built using a high quality of materials and workmanship that with proper 
maintenance can last for years to come. 
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General Background History

The area that would become known as Grant County was once the home of the Miami 
peoples. The region was included in the Northwest Territory, formed in 1788 with a territorial 
government established in Vincennes in 1805. Land once inhabited by the Miami was ceded 
to the United States government thorugh the Greenville Treaty of 1795 and the St. Mary’s 
Treaty of 1818.  

Bands of Miami villages still existed along the Mississinewa River in the early 1800s. The 
United States Army was dispatched to the area, leading to confrontations over land rights. 
These arguments came to a head in the winter of 1812, when the Miami attacked the Army, 
leaving several federal soliders and thirty Miami dead. 

The first recorded Anglo settler in the area was Martin Boots. Land tract records suggest 
that he moved to the area in 1825, after which he built the area’s first saw and grist mill. 
Grant County was formed in 1831, named for Samuel and Moses Grant. When the county 
was incorporated, Boots and David Branson donated land in the center of the county for a 
county seat. This town was named Marion in honor of the Revolutionary War hero Francis 
Marion. The town was platted in 1831 and constituted thirty-two blocks. 
 
The first county courthouse was a two-story wood frame building, constructed in 1833. 
Due to growth of the area, a brick structure replaced the original courthouse in 1837. The 
present courthouse was built in 1881-1883 and was designed by architect E.E. Myers. The 
Marion Normal College, now known as Indiana Wesleyan University, was opened in 1885 as 
a teachers’ college. 
 
Grant County’s early economy was mainly agricultural. The Mississinewa River provided 
power for various mills. Manufacturing was increasing in the county rapidly with the 
introduction of the railroad in 1850, but fully exploded when the natural “Gas Boom” came in 
1887. The discovery of a large field of natural gas in East Central Indiana led to an industrial 
upswing as factories from the East Coast moved to Indiana to take advantage of the plentiful 
and inexpensive resource. 

 HISTORY OF MARION4.
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1876 Map of Grant County, Indiana from 1876 Atlas of Indiana
Source: Indiana Historical Society
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As a result, the population of Grant County tripled between the start of the boom and the 
beginning of the twenthieth century.  Most of the industury that came to Marion was related 
to glass production, although the boom also attracted a rolling mill and a cracker factory. 
The Gas Boom only lasted about twenty years. Cities in East Central Indiana promised to 
give factories unlimited natural gas; some communities even lit massive flambeaux on 
public streets to advertisse their gas supply. Gas pressures across the field dropped in 1901 
and the boom was over by 1910. Despite this loss, many factories remained in Marion to 
take advantage of the local skilled work force, including the opening of the General Motors 
Plant in 1955. 

Samuel Plato 

Marion’s growth during the Gas Boom attracted a wide range of new residents, including 
Samuel M. Plato. Plato was an African-American architect and builder who practiced in 
Marion from 1902 until 1921 when he moved back to Louisville, Kentucky. Born in 1882 in 
Waugh, Alabama, he had early roots in architecture. His father, James Plato, was apprenticed 
to carpenter Samuel Carter, one of the last slave artisans. After Samuel finished his public 
education, he gained admission to the State University of Louisville, Kentucky. He started 
his academics studying law, but began taking architectural courses at the International 
Correspondence School of Scranton, Pennsylvania. He eventually quit studying law and 
focused on his architectural studies. 

After moving to Marion, Plato had trouble 
gaining work as an architect. He began working 
on small projects as a sub-contractor. His work 
was impressive and this opened the door to 
bigger commissions and projects. His known 
works include the Hostess House, the First 
Friends Church, the Platonian Apartments, 
and several craftsman style bungalows. After 
spending almost twenty years in Marion, he 
returned to Louisville. For the remainder of his 
career, he was awarded many Federal contracts 
including post offices and housing projects. He 
remained in Louisville until his death in 1957.   

Architect Samuel Plato
Source: Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY



Ball State University Student Report       |       12

The South Washington Street Corridor

The South Washington Street Corridor neighborhood extends south through the historic 
commercial area of town and connects to State Road 37 and State Road 9. The Gas Boom 
between the late 1880s and 1910 facilitated development in a manner typical for this 
period. Sanborn Fire Insurance Company maps from 1887 show a pocket of both residential 
and commercial uses between Sixth Street and Ninth Street with a second pocket between 
Eleventh Street and Fourteenth Street. This development branched out one or two blocks 
east and west of Washington Street. However, by the 1911 map, the neighborhood had 
experienced singnificant growth. These historic maps show that development extends 
farther south along Washington Street as well as east and west of the corridor with 
publication of each map. As time passed, the north half of the corridor became concentrated 
with residences and churches while the south half evolved into a mix of residential, business, 
and manufacturing uses. 

Bustling Washington Street  is a vital connector to downtown Marion
Source: SOS Marion
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The following section outlines the Action Plan developed by the ARCH 506 students for SOS 
Marion. The plan includes programmatic suggestions that SOS Marion can undertake itself, 
as well as city-wide initiatives for which the organization can advocate. 

The “Suggestd Actions Checklist” as shown on page 9 can help SOS Marion prioritize their 
efforts. The items are divided into three phases; the items within each phase are in no 
particular order.  Several of the items in Phase 1 include documents that the ARCH 506 
students have already initiated. 

Connection to the 2030 Plan 

In 2010, the CIty of Marion Advisory Plan Commission developed the Marion Comprehensive 
Plan 2030. Though the plan does not specifically address historic preservation, the overall 
focus is the revitalization of Marion using a variety of community development methods. 
The initiatives in the following Action Plan will complement and strengthen the goals of the 
comprehensive plan, especially the “City Image” and “Neighborhood Character” sections.  

Target Area

South Washington Street Corridor

For the purposes of this study, SOS Marion asked the ARCH 506 students to 
concentrate on the South Washington Street Corridor, which is roughly bounded 
by 6th Street to the north, 18th Street to the south, South Nebraska Street to the 
west, and South Branson Street to the east. This area, roughly 160 acres, contained 
880 parcels for the students to survey and evaluate.

 AC TION PLAN5.
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Phase 1

Conduct a Historic Resource Survey of the South Washington Street 
Corridor

The first step in community-wide preservation efforts is often a historic resources 
survey. Surveys can identify a community’s strengths and weaknesses in the built 
environment. They also provide a baseline of information for potential National 
Register nominations.

The ARCH 506 students developed and implemented a survey they titled 
UNCOVERMarion. The survey was conducted with the use of a smart phone 
application utilizing ArcGIS’s Connector data collection app; the appendices to this 
report includes the results of the survey and an instruction manual for continuting 
the survey in other neighborhoods in Marion. 

Though the selected Washington Street Corridor target arearetained enough 
integrity for a National Register district, they did identify several properties 
that may be eligible for an individual listing. These properties are listed with a 
“Landmark” status in the survey results. 

Snapshots from the app developed by ARCH 506 students  to aid in surveying the neighborhood.
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Submit Nominations to the National Register of Historic Places

The ARCH 506 students prepared five nominations to the National Register of 
Historic Places. The properties were chosen based on their potential for re-use, as 
a National Register listing makes these properties eligible for certain grants and 
tax credits. (More information is available in the “Paying for Preservaton” section of 
this report.) We suggest that SOS Marion submits these nominations to Indiana’s 
State Historic Preservation Office with the permission of each building’s owner. 
The nominations, which are included in the appendices of this report, include:

 - The Coca-Cola Bottling Building
 - Firehouse No. 3
 - Firestone Service Station
 - Former Rectory and Carriage House for St. Paul’s Church
 - First Friends Church

A historic photo of the Coca-Cola Bottling Company Building, located at 16th and Washington 
Streets. The building retains a high level of historic integrity. 

Source: Marion Public Library 
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Launch Clean-Up Programs

Cleanup programs are an economical way to create an instant visual improvement in 
neighborhoods. Groups of concerned citizens and volunteers can spend an afternoon or 
weekend picking up trash and debris from vacant lots, assisting homeowners in removing 
trash and moving large items to the curb or doing other improvement projects. Projects 
might include boarding up vacant houses, mowing vacant lots, or time banking projects. 
Time banking involves volunteers donating time to do one specialized project in the 
community, in exchange for someone else doing another specialized project for them in 
return. All of these programs could be paid for by property owners or by donations. Local 
businesses might donate dumpster space to dispose of community litter. Labor could be on 
a volunteer basis or through time banking. 

Continue to Outreach to Local Organizations 

Outreach to local institutions and organizations can easily become one of a non-profit’s 
most versatile and powerful tools within their arsenal of support and is usually one of the 
most easily orchestrated. Such action promotes local and regional networking, fundraising, 
and collaboration; generating a cycle of investment and reinvestment which aids both the 
local non-profit entity and its benefactors. Support may come in the form of necessary 
financial contributions and supplies, reduced interest rates and labor costs, or volunteer 
services.  See Appendix F. for contact information of organizations which may have similar 
goals or could assist in certain projects. 

Continue to Partner with Main Street Marion 

Generally speaking, partnering with Main Street 
organizations has proven beneficial for local 
non-profits – especially those rooted in historic 
preservation and community development. 
Marion is home to one such organization, Main 
Street Marion. Located at 422 E. 4th Street, Main 
Street Marion is a non-profit entity which utilizes 
a “four-point approach system” of initiatives in 
design, economic restructuring, organization, and 
promotions to energize Marion’s historic downtown 
and encourage investment in the area. 
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Continue to Solicit the Development of Vacant and Underused Structures

SOS Marion has been working to find new owners and developers for several vacant and 
underused buildings in the South Washington Street Corridor neighborhood. These efforts 
are to be applauded and the students encourage the organization to continue. To assist 
with this initiative, the ARCH 506 students have prepared adaptive reuse design studies 
for two of the buildings have a strong potential for re-use, including the Firestone Service 
Station and the Firehouse No. 3. These studies are included in the appendices of this report. 

Expand on Existing Heritage Tourism Initiatives 

SOS Marion has conducted several heritage tourism events in the neighborhood, including 
a walking tour of buildings believed to be designed by architect Samuel Plato. To assist with 
these efforts, the ARCH 506 students revised the existing tour brochure to include a larger 
map and additonal information about each building. A copy of this brochure is included in 
the appendices of this report; an electronic file has been shared with SOS Marion. 

A rendering of a potential reuse of the Firestone Service Station  
building prepared by the ARCH 506 students. 
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Initiate Community Branding Program 

How people define where they live can inform how they engage in that community, the level 
of pride that they take in their community, and their sense of belonging in that area. So how 
do people define where they live? Community branding is a unique way for communities to 
establish not only physical definition of a place, but to bind residents together and create 
feelings of pride and belonging. When active and involved neighborhoods are created, they 
come together to create active and involved cities, which can lead to  active and involved 
regions. 

While community branding often fails to extend beyond a neighborhood name and maybe 
some signs on major roads into the community, it can be a useful tool to bring people 
together and unify residents, unify neighborhoods, and create a vibrant city. 

Benefits of successful branding can include:

 - Recognition of local culture and entertainment
 - Fostering community pride
 - Attracting investment money
 - Increasing tourism
 - Guiding future development to create distinctive spaces

While creating a distinctive identity for one or two specific neighborhoods is a good starting 
point, the most success will come from a comprehensive marketing strategy that creates 
themes for neighborhoods, districts, and the city as a whole. While Marion will be known for 
its overall character, each neighborhood will have a theme and will draw a community that 
fosters and supports that area’s unique culture and attributes. When investors see focused 
efforts and an established plan for a community’s growth, it enhances confidence in that 
community. 

For a comprehensive approach to branding, it will be necessary to collaborate with all levels 
of local government. The city planning department may be instrumental in initial efforts 
to create a broad city identity. The transportation department can help install appropriate 
signage in parts of the community. Local community organizations and nonprofits can help 
organize and fundraise. Neighborhood organizations can help raise awareness, generate 
involvement, and increase relevance.

Community involvement and participation is of critical importance in the branding process. 
To capture the full significance of a place, physical assets must be accounted for along with 
the image each neighborhood hopes to project. Without the cooperation of local residents, 
this effort will go no further than new signs, and will be of no value in revitalization.
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A rendering of a potential reuse of the Firehouse Number 3  
building prepared by the ARCH 506 students. 
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Phase 2

Facilitate Workshops and other Education Programs

A workshop program will create much-needed reinvestment in the community. Teaching 
the neighborhood members, and extending past the constraints of only one single area, 
how to “DIY” their home repairs will not only create a sense of pride in the work done on the 
homes, but it will also start to foster continued growth in the maintenance of the existing 
homes, and hopefully start more interest in restoring the houses that are currently sitting 
vacant.

Precedent: Brick and Beam Detroit
 - Host successful events like the ‘Fixer Upper Supper Club’ where people who  
   have restored an old home come together to talk about their project and give  
    advice to those interested in doing the same
 - Have workshops such as ‘Paint it Right’ and ‘Masonry Repoint and Repair Class’  
    in order to educate the community on how to take care of their homes
 - Website: https://www.brickandbeamdetroit.com

Adaptation: Create a workshop series associated with Marion S.O.S.
 - Bring in artisans and specialists who can teach homeowners  how to fix minor 
    problems with their homes
 - Harbor a sense of pride in the community for those who take care of their homes  
    and want to see the neighborhood grow

Work to Board Up or Clean Up Abandonded Buildings

Securing abandoned buildings makes good sense in many ways. Boarding windows or 
doors can protect properties from trespassers, prevent vandalism and arson, and protect the 
building from natural elements until a new occupant is found. In cases where the building 
is already in extreme disrepair, the best option is generally petitioning city government to 
have it demolished. Many nonprofits have even fundraised private money to have blighted 
buildings demolished. 

While boarding up windows and doors are not aesthetically pleasing, there are several ways 
to make this solution more attractive. Painting the boards to look like darkened windows or 
attractive window scenes can give the illusion that the house is still occupied. Vinyl covers 
for window boards are often available and achieve the same effect.
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Advocate for a Side Lot Program

Side lot programs vary throughout the country and can have a variety of benefits for local 
governments, neighbors, and communities. Vacant and abandoned lots often collect refuse 
and litter and can become areas for unscrupulous activity due to the fact that they are not 
monitored. Through use of some of the methods listed below, values of not only the side 
lots but also of adjacent properties can increase. Similarly, these cleaning and greening 
methods can help make the neighborhood safer overall. 

Detroit Future City is an independent non-profit organization that has focused on a side lot 
revitalization and reuse program. The Genessee County Land Bank in Flint, Michigan has 
also done work with leasing side lots. A few of the top ideas for side lot reuse from both 
organizations are listed here:

- Flower gardens
- Lawns
- Community gardens
- Stormwater filtration areas
- Habitat areas
- Lease lots to local plant nurseries
- Lease lots to local landowners

Utilizing a variety of the strategies discussed above will allow for diversity in the 
neighborhood as side lots are developed into maintained lawns, gardens, or park-like 
areas. Allowing local landowners the option to purchase or lease adjacent lots encourages 
community reinvestment while transferring responsibility from the City of Marion. The 
table below lists the top five examples that SOS Marion may want to advocate for; all utilize 
a volunteer workforce with beginner or intermediate experience levels and have low or 
medium upkeep, allowing SOS Marion to assist with the work. 

NAME

Urban Edge

Rain Garden

Party Lot

Four Seasons

Grassland Habitat 
Maker

Create a clean planted 
edge along lots

$1,000 - 
$2,500 Volunteer Beginner Low

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Beginner

Intermediate

Intermediate

Intermediate

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

$1,000 - 
$2,500

$2,500 - 
$5,500

$50 - 
$1,000

$50 - 
$1,000

Plant grasses to provide 
for wildlife

Provide stormwater 
filtration services

Connect multiple lots to 
create a park

Plant a garden with year-
round interest

DESCRIPTION COST PEOPLE EXPERIENCE UPKEEP
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Encourage Landscaping and the Creation of Pocket Parks 

Planting flowers and trees in public spaces - especially along streets and in public parks 
- can help make a place seem occupied. Empty parks with no landscape and no art give 
people little reason to stop and enjoy the space. Attractive plantings will invite people to 
use the space and feel more at ease. Plantings along roadways can also make a city feel 
more inviting and can even help slow traffic, which will create a safer environment, increase 
the visibility of businesses, and lower vacancy rates. 

As part of this project, the ARCH 506 students prepared a design study of a 
potential location for a pocket park in the South Washington Street Corridor 
neighborhood, bordered to the north by the rail line, to the east by Adams St., to 
the west by Washington St., and to the south by the old school and conference 
center. Additional information is included in the appendices. 

A rendering of a potential neighborhood park with an event lawn,  
art wall, and pavilion prepared by the ARCH 506 students. 
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Advocate for Public Art

Public art is another way to create attractive spaces and engage the public at the same time. 
Local artists are good resources to create sculptures and murals that can dress up blank 
walls and empty green spaces while encouraging community spirit. Installing art helps 
create destinations where people want to gather. Art can also define an area as a meeting 
spot. 

Establish an Initiative to Acquire and Rehabilitate Real Estate 

“Flipping” properties is a way for local historic groups to influence and maintain the fabric 
of the neighborhood. By purchasing, properly restoring and then selling a historic structure, 
a group such as SOS Marion can help reinvest in the neighborhood and increase property 
values and useage.  In the case of Richmond Restoration in Richmond, Indiana, they were 
given a house by Wells Fargo,  then took out a loan to cover the rehab costs. A mixture of 
contractor and volunteer work was used in this project. When it was completed, the house 
sold for enough to cover the loan as well and buy the next house to rehab. 

Benefits:

 -Directly affect the fabric of the neighborhood
 -Raise interest and excitement by choosing a high profile/visible property
 -Volunteer days to boost community interest and involvement
 -Possibility for low or market rate housing

Examples:
 -Bloomington Restoration, Inc
 -Richmond Restoration
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Phase 3

Encourage Marion to become a CLG

The Certified Local Government (CLG) Program helps Indiana cities and towns create, 
promote, and maintain preservation efforts in coordination with their development plans. 
The designation “Certified Local Government” is intended to denote that a municipality 
meets certain state and federal qualifications and therefore “certified” to carry out specific 
regulatory and administrative preservation activities at the local level.

What do they do?

- Maintain an active and qualified historic preservation commission and commission 
staff
- Enforce state or local legislation for the designation and protection of historic 
properties
- Maintain an active survey of local historic resources
- Provide for adequate public participation in the local historic preservation program 
(including the National Register Nomination process and other activities)

A Certified Local Government (CLG) must:

Maintain an active and qualified historic preservation 
comission and commission staff.

Enforce state and local legislation to protect local 
historic properties.

Maintain a current list of historic properties in the city.

Participate in nominating local properties to the 
National Register of Historic Places.

Facilitate public participation in meetings and events.
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Why should Marion become a CLG?

- Funding: States receive annual appropriations from the Federal Historic 
Preservation Fund. States are required to give at least 10% of their funding to CLGs 
as subgrants. These grants can fund a wide variety of projects including: surveys, 
National Register nominations, rehabilitation work, design guidelines, educational 
programs, training, structural assessments, and feasibility studies, and other 
preservation projects. 
- Technical Assistance: As a CLG, communities have direct access to SHPO staff for 
assistance with their commission, building assessments, surveys and nominations, 
and general preservation assistance.  State staff and NPS offer regular training for 
CLGs as well, an added benefit of the partnership. Each SHPO has a designated CLG 
Coordinator. 
- Sustainability: Historic preservation has proven economic, environmental, and 
social benefits. Studies show that historic districts maintain higher property values, 
less  population decline, more walkability and greater sense of community.

How to get certified?

- Contact the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), which in Indiana is the 
Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology, and ask for the CLG Coordinator. 
They can help Marion understand the requirements and application process.
- Submit completed application to the SHPO, who will approve and forward to the 
National Park Service (NPS).
- Certification occurs with NPS approval and written notification to the State and the 
Local Government.

Support the Creation of Local Historic Districts

Local historic districts are excellent ways for cities to recognize and celebrate their historic 
resources in a meaningful way. These districts allow for a locally-established board to 
provide protection for designated historic resources in a community, either on a structure-
by-structure basis or through a district of significant structures. Local districts can provide 
more oversight and protection for historic structures than a National Register District, and 
allow homeowners to be recognized by the community for their stewardship. 

The State of Indiana’s enabling legislation is Indiana Code Title 36,  Article 7, Chapter 11, 
available at iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2016/ic/titles/036/articles/007/chapters/011/, which 
gives local municipalities the power to create Historic District Commissions or Review Boards 
for jurisdiction over a local district. SOS Marion would be able to advocate at the city level 
for the creation of a board or commission, and members may be able to serve on the board. 
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To establish a local historic district, a city must: 

1. Draft an ordinance (to be approved by the public) to create a board
2. Ordinance denotes the number and selection process for board members
3. Board can create local historic districts, subject to public approval 
4. Homeowners in the new district must obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) from the Board before doing exterior work on a structure. A COA is not 
needed for regular maintenance or for interior alterations. The following 
descriptions, taken directly from the Indiana Alliance of Historic District 
Commissions publication “Getting Started: A Guide for Establishing a 
Historic District Commission”, will help to dispel a few myths about local 
districts.

Local historic district designation will:

- Protect unique architectural and historical features of a property, 
neighborhood, or downtown
- Create preservation guidelines based on the historic character of the 
designated area
- Offer the public an educational resource for information on rehabilitating 
historic buildings
- Provide for a local level of control of historic resources
- Offer a positive planning tool to allow historic architectural resources to 
be integrated into long-range plans for the community
- Improve the quality of life for designated neighborhoods through 
economic reinvestment and increased property values

Local historic district designation will not:

- Require owners of historic property to automatically make repairs to their 
house
- Require owners of historic property to undo past changes
- Affect existing or future zoning
- Create funds for preserving historic properties
- Increase property taxes
- Be as restrictive as most new subdivision deed restrictions (which are also 
concerned with protection investments and aesthetics)
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Assist in the Development of Design Guidelines

Establishing appropriate design guidelines for each neighborhood will help create 
attractive, cohesively designed spaces. This strategy will help with branding efforts and will 
help eliminate eccentric developments. The existing fabric of the community should inform 
design guidelines. Design guidelines should be created at the neighborhood level with the 
option for residents to weigh-in on the proposals.

Create a Design Resource Center

A Design Resource Center can be beneficial to a community that needs revitalization. Most 
homeowners do not have the knowledge to be able to properly repair damages on their 
homes, and hiring someone to do so can be a costly mistake if done wrong. Having a place 
where the neighborhood can go to receive free advice from a trained professional will help 
in the proper restoration and repairs of homes. Not only that, but a free resource such as this 
will start the interest of many people in taking care of their properties, which will begin to 
invigorate the neighborhood.

Precedent: Cleveland Restoration Society Heritage Home Program
- Offers free advice on the renovation/ restoration of historic buildings
- Can be very beneficial for neighborhood people that “don’t know where to start” 
when it comes to fixing their house
- Participating neighborhoods offer the service to their residents
- Website: http://www.heritagehomeprogram.org/techadvice.php

Adaptation: A free guide, online and/or in person, for homeowners looking to fix their 
houses

- Create a resource easily accessed by interested people
- Market the available resource via mailers and events

Facilitate the Creation of Loan Programs

In a loan program the local historic group works with a local bank to facilitate low-interest 
loans for repairs and renovations on historic buildings. The loan program often works 
in conjunction with a Design Resource Center to provide free technical advice from 
professionals, as well as ensuring that all work funded by the loans is appropriate. 

Benefits:
 -Enables loans for properties who otherwise might not qualify
 -Helps to maintain and enhance a neighborhood’s historic character
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Examples:
 -Cleveland Restoration Society - Heritage Home 
 Program
 -Pittsburgh Community Reinvestment Group – CARL 
 (Community Acquisition and Rehabilitation Loan) 

Advocate for the Creation of a Land Bank

What is a Land-Bank?

A land-bank is typically administered by local governments and acquires properties 
through local tax sales. Typical programs a land-bank manages are demolitions, property 
maintenance, rental management, land use planning, sales, and real estate development.

What are Tax Sales?

When a property owner does not pay their taxes, their property can be sold in a tax sale to 
settle the tax lien. When no one buys the property, it goes to the county. 

Typical Problems Associated with Tax Sales?

To take a property for tax sale, a court order must be obtained. This process can take several 
years while a vacant property deteriorates. If a property does not sell at tax sale, it goes to 
the county. While it goes to the county, the tax lien stays with the property and may deter 
interest in buying the process. When a property is taken for tax sale, there is often trouble 
getting a clear title. 

What Can a Land Bank Do?

- Sell properties in the land bank
- Deed properties for other considerations
- Negotiate uses of land bank properties
- Benefits of a Land Bank 
- Tax lien is removed
- Title is cleared
- Eligible for grants
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Encourage Marion to Implement Landlord Licensing 

Landlord Licensing Systems- Licensing Vs. Registration

Licensing- This involves a city ordinance that requires landlords in the municipality to pay 
a fee, unit(s) meet basic requirements of adequate housing, and unit(s) be inspected to be 
able to rent properties in the city. 

Registration- This simply involves the landlord registering their property and providing 
contact information. This system does not have requirements that the landlord must meet 
and no inspections required.
 
Components of a Landlord Licensing Program

Initiation- First, the state must have an enabling law that permits local governments to 
enact this type of program. (Indiana has such an enabling act.) Second, the city must pass 
an ordinance to enact this program. 

Develop an Inspection System- This can be done solely by the city or contracted with an 
independent inspection company. Interval of inspections must be determined. 

Develop a registry and database- Municipalities use different kinds of registry systems. 
This can be as complex as an advance software tracking program or as simple as an 
excel spreadsheet. Information that should be included is: Landlord Contact, History of 
Inspections and Violations, Property Complaints, Tax Information, Contacting Landlords to 
ensure maximum compliance with registration- target should be 80-90% participation. This 
can be done through mail and tenant reporting.
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 CONCLUSION6.

Through this report, we have hoped to provide S.O.S. Marion with many tools to help 
revitalize and preserve the South Washington Street neighborhood. According to the Marion 
Comprehensive Plan 2030, improving the city image through beautification programs and 
branding are important goals for the city, as are improving the neighborhood character. 
S.O.S. Marion can use this report to help the city achieve those goals in cooperation with 
the City of Marion.

 Many of the tasks in this report many seem difficult to tackle or time consuming, and  so 
we suggest that S.O.S. Marion select a small number of initiatives to tackle first. This has 
proved to be an effective method for other communities. It is important to also remember 
that change takes time - even a small project can start a chain reaction, leading to additional 
revitalization efforts. 

We also encourage S.O.S. Marion to build strong partnerships, both within the community 
and with external organizations. These partnerships can make the completion of tasks easier, 
as well as promote the neighborhood to visitors and community members alike, helping 
them redefine preconceptions of the area in a positive light. We have found that promotion 
can be one of the best tools to help a community. 

On behalf of the entire Master of Science in Historic Preservation program at Ball State 
University, we wish S.O.S. Marion the very best of luck as they work to implement this Action 
Plan. 



Ball State University Student Report       |       32

A rendering of the interior of the FIrehouse Number 3 
prepared by the ARCH 506 students. 
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 APPENDICES8.

The following appendices expand on the ideas presented in the first half of this 
report, giving more detailed examples of the various methods SOS Marion can 
employ to strengthen preservation and neighborhood connectivity. A list of 
content by appendix is provided below:

Appendix A: Definitions

Appendix B: “UNCOVERMarion” GIS Suvey Training Manual

Appendix C: UNCOVERMarion Survey Results

Appendix D: Design Recommendations

Appendix E: Heritage Tourism

Appendix F: Case Studies for Action Items

Appendix G: Outreach Contact Information

Appendix H: Indiana Code 36-7-11: Historic Preservation Generally

Appendix I: Side Lot Treatments

Appendix J: Paying for Preservation

Appendix K: National Register Nominations
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 DEFINITIONSA.

Certificate of Approval (COA) – A certificate of approval is applied for by property 
owners who which to make any modifications to a property that is within a 
local design review district. The COA is submitted to the appropriate Historic 
Preservation Commission and then either approved or denied. 
 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) – A local government may apply 
for CDBG funds, which are provided through the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, to be used for a variety of community development purposes. 
CDBG funds must be targeted towards low-to-moderate income citizens. For more 
information please visit the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
website https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/cdbg-state/ 

Federal Rehabilitation Income Tax Credit – A 20% federal income tax credit is 
available to offset rehabilitation costs for income producing historic properties. 
Recipients must following the U.S. Secretary of Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties; additionally the property must be listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. For more information please visit the National 
Park Service website http://www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives.htm 

Historic Easement – Easements are attached to properties and guarded in 
perpetuity. A historic easement relates to the historic character and integrity of 
the property, ensuring that specific guidelines must be followed in relation to 
any modifications to the property. A property owner donates an easement to 
a qualified organization, vesting the organization with the right to protect the 
easement ensuring monitoring and enforcement. 

Home Investment Partnerships Program (HOME) – A local government may apply 
for HOME funds, which are provided through the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), to be used for the purpose of providing housing 
to low-to-moderate income citizens. For more information please visit the HUD 
website https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/home/.
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Indiana Landmarks – Indiana Landmarks is Indiana’s largest private, non-profit 
historic preservation entity. With locations around the state, Indiana Landmarks 
works to preserve Indiana’s resources while providing a support network for other 
local organizations and individuals. The group administers a number of grants and 
loans to Indian non-profits for qualifying preservation work. For more information 
please visit Indiana Landmarks website http://www.indianalandmarks.org

Land Bank – Also known as a land reutilization corporation, land banks return land 
and vacant and/or abandoned properties to productive use. The goal of a land 
bank is to reduce blight, increase property values, support community land use 
goals and improve the quality of life for all county residents. 

Legacy Cities - A group of American cities, once referred to as the “rust belt”, these 
cities are generally concentrated within the Midwest. They have a strong industrial 
heritage and were once thriving communities yet in recent years these cities have 
struggled economically and culturally. 

National Park Service (NPS) – The National Park Service is a federal agency that 
oversees the care of the U.S. National Parks. Additionally NPS is also the agency 
that oversees National Register of Historic Places. For more information please 
visit the NPS website http://www.nps.gov

National Register of Historic Places – The official list of the Nation’s historic places 
established by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and managed by the 
National Park Service. The purpose of the National Register of Historic Places is to 
coordinate and support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate and protect 
American’s historic and archeological resources. For more information please visit 
the National Register of Historic Places website http://www.nps.gov/nr/ 

State Historic Preservation Office (Department of Historic Preservation and 
Archeology) – Even state in the United States is required by law to have a State 
Historic Preservation Office which promotes the conservation of the states 
cultural resources. In Indiana our State Historic Preservation Office is within the 
Department of Natural Resources, the office is called the Department of Historic 
Preservation and Archeology. For more information please visit the DHPA website 
http://www.in.gov/dnr/historic/ 
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 UNCOVERMARION GIS  
 SURVEY APP MANUAL

B.

UNCOVERMarion Historic Resources Survey:  
Training Manual

UNCOVERMarion is an innovative survey tool developed by the Ball State University 
Master of Science in Historic Preservation Studio in Fall 2016. The survey utilizes a 
free mobile app through ArcGIS’s web-based data compilation program, Collector, 
to create an online database of information about parcels in a specified target 
area of Marion, Indiana. 

The initial survey, which included properties in the South Washington Corridor 
Neighborhood, was completed by members of the Ball State Studio group. The 
students collected and verified all data, which has been distributed to SOS Marion. 
To survey other neighborhoods, SOS Marion can tap into their dedicated volunteer 
base that can help expand the survey beyond the scope of the original target area. 

The intent of the initial survey was to determine which structure in the target 
area have high architectural character and to determine the viability of a National 
Register District or local Historic District for the neighborhood in question. The 
BSU Studio surveyed an initial target area from 6th Street on the north to 18th 
Street on the south, and Nebraska Street on the west to Branson Street on the east. 

The following training manual outlines the use of the Collector app. It also explains 
certain concepts used by the survey, including architecture integrity and building 
condition. 
 



Ball State University Student Report       |       40

Using the Survey

The survey data can serve as the primary planning tool to identify, record and 
evaluate properties and areas within Marion. The data can provide baseline 
information to inform planning decisions and support City policy goals. Uses of 
the survey data include the following: 

• Important Data for Grant Applications: The survey data will provide  
 valuable baseline and supporting information for the application of local,  
 state or federal funds that could help improve infrastructure, build  
 amenities, and protect existing structures.
• Community Plan Updates and Resources for Neighborhood Associations:  
 An updated survey database will allow planners and Neighborhood  
 Associations better understand the condition and resources in the  
 community.
• Zoning Decisions and Plan Approval: It is critical that all staff with  
 responsibilities for reviewing individual projects and development  
 proposals have access to accurate information on historic properties.
• Cultural Tourism: One of the fastest growing segments of the tourist  
 market is in travelers who seek out culturally significant experiences  
 in cities. The survey will enable a variety of users, cultural organizations,  
 and potential visitors to the city to conduct their own searches for  
 architecturally and culturally significant resources that may interest them.
• Disaster Response: After a major disaster, thousands of buildings and  
 structures may be tagged due to unsafe conditions. When these  
 assessments are made, it is imperative that inspectors have ready access  
 to detailed, accurate information on the locations and significance of  
 historic properties, so that demolitions do not occur without appropriate  
 review or consideration.
• Potential Designation: The survey will identify potential historic districts  
 and individual properties eligible for listing in the National Register of  
 Historic Places. Designation enables property owners to take advantage  
 of financial incentive programs. Identification in a survey does not mean  
 that a property or a neighborhood will automatically become a  
 designated landmark or historic district; it merely provides information  
 that would support such designation, if desired, at a later date.  
 Designation requires public hearings and property owner notification.
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Using the App: iPhone
Step 1: Download the 
Collector for ArcGIS 
App from your mobile 
device’s app store.

Step 2: Open the 
Collector for ArcGIS 
App.

Step 3: Log into 
the app using your 
credentials. 

Step 4: Select the 
UNCOVERMarion 
Survey to begin.

Step 5: Select a parcel 
to edit.

Familiarize yourself 
with the buttons below 
and their functions.

Returns you to your list 
of maps.

Centers the map on your 
current location.

Allows you to search for a 
place or address.

Creates a bookmarked 
location.

Allows you to toggle 
layers on and off.

Allows you to measure 
distances on the map.

Allows you to change the 
basemap imagery.
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Step 6: Tap the ID pop-
up at the bottom of the 
screen to access the 
parcel data.

Step 7: Parcel data 
is displayed. Tap the 
button in the top right 
corner to edit.

Step 8: Each field is 
editable. Select a field 
to access its dropdown 
values or notes area.

Step 9: Tap a value to 
select, then tap done 
to save your selection.

Step 10: To add photos 
or take a picture, tap 
the camera icon in the 
top center in Step 8.

Step 11: When finished, 
tap “Update” in the top 
right corner. The parcel 
turns blue when saved.
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Using the App: Android
Step 1: Download the 
Collector for ArcGIS 
App from your mobile 
device’s app store.

Step 2: Open the 
Collector for ArcGIS 
App.

Step 3: Log into 
the app using your 
credentials. 

Step 4: Select the 
UNCOVERMarion 
Survey to begin.

Step 5: Select a parcel 
to edit.

Familiarize yourself 
with the buttons below 
and their functions.

Returns you to your list 
of maps.

Centers the map on your 
current location.

Allows you to search for a 
place or address.

Creates a bookmarked 
location.

Allows you to toggle 
layers on and off.

Allows you to measure 
distances on the map.

Allows you to change the 
basemap imagery.
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Step 6: Tap the ID pop-
up at the bottom of the 
screen to access the 
parcel data.

Step 7: Parcel data 
is displayed. Tap the 
pencil in the bottom 
left corner to edit.

Step 8: Each field is 
editable. Select a field 
to access its dropdown 
values or notes area.

Step 9: Tap a value to 
select, then tap the 
checkmark to save your 
selection.

Step 10: To add photos 
or take a picture, tap 
the paper clip at the 
bottom in Step 8.

Step 11: When finished, 
tap the checkmark in 
the top left. The parcel 
turns blue when saved.
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Understanding the Survey Questions

The first six questions are the only ones that need to be answered if the building 
does not meet the standards for landmark architectural character. Addtional 
questions should be answered if the structure meets the criteria for an “Landmark” 
structure in terms of Architectural Integrity. All respondents should also include 
their name and the date surveyed, located at the bottom of the editable fields. 

Is there a structure?
Answer ‘yes’ if there is a structure.
Answer ‘no’ if there is no permanent structure. 
 
Is it occupied?
Signs that the building is not occupied include:
• Windows have been boarded up 
• Overgrown grass
• No automobiles
• Mailboxes are overflowing with uncollected mail

Condition
Excellent
• Structure is in excellent condition
• No issues present
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Good
• Structure is well maintained
• Very few issues present

    

Fair
• Several small issues present
• Structure is intact

  

Poor 
• Structure may be missing parts or be in severe disrepair
• Requires major repairs

aBaBaBaBaBaaBaBBBBaBaBaBBaBaBaBaaBaBBaBaBaaBBBBBBaaaBBBBaaaaBaBaaaBaBBaBaBaaaBaBaBaBaBalllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSttttttttttttttttatattatatatatatatatatatttaaatatatatttttetetettetttttteteetetete UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUnninininnnininninnnininnnninnnninnnnnnnnnnnnnninnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnninininniiniiinininivvvvveeeeevevevevveveeveveveveevvevveveveveveveevevvevverrsrsrsrsrsrrsrsrsrsrsrsrssrsrssssrssrsrsrsiitititiiiititittitiittitttttitittittittitittttitttittitttititityyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy y y yyy StStStSStStStStStSSStStSStStStStStStStStStSStStStStStStududdududdddududdududududududududduddudududeeeneneeneennenennnnnenenenttttttttttttttt tt t RReReReReReeeeeeeeeReReReeReReeReReReeReeeRRRReRReReReReReepopopopopopoppopopopopopopopopoopoppppooppopopoppppp rtrrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrrrttrrrtrtrrtrrtrtrtt   
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Architectural Character
Landmark
• An excellent of example of a specific architectural style
• High quality building materials and construction
• Best of the best

High
• A good example of a specific architectural style
• Individual characteristics that make the building distinct
• High quality construction
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Medium
• A decent example of a specific architectural style, but not as distinct as  

high character
• A few individual characteristics, but not as many as the high category
• May have undergone changes, but some historic details still visible
• An example of a common architectural style

                      

Low
• Not an example of any architectural style
• No individual characteristics
• Utilitarian design and construction
• Low quality construction
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Architectural Integrity
The amount of original elements still existing

High
• Has at most one minor modification

       

Medium
• Has 2-3 minor modifications

    

Low
• Has more than 3 modifications
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List of Additional Questions for Landmark Structures

In the event that a structure meets “landmark” status, additional information is 
needed to determine proper preservation action for the structure. 

• Current Property Name
• Historic Property Name
• Architect, if known
• Current Use
• Historic Use
• Foundation Material
• Wall Material
• Door (Primary Entrance)
• Windows
• Roof Material
• Roof Form
• Plan Shape
• Number of Stories
• Chimney
• Porch
• Stylistic Influences
• Distinguishing Features
• Window Glazing Patterns
• Outbuildings
• Landscape Features
• National Register Nomination Criteria 
• Dates of Additions/Alterations
• Any additional notes about the structure or property
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 UNCOVERMARION GIS  
 SURVEY RESULTS

C.

Using the App to Determine National Register 
Eligibility

As the students developed and used the UNCOVERMarion Survey App, patterns 
clearly began to emerge. Using the architectural character of the buildings 
surveyed as a yardstick, every parcel was color-coded to provide the project team 
with a clear graphic as to where the strengths of the South Washington Street 
Corridor lie. As seen on the map at right, purple denotes a Landmark structure, 
blue a High character structure, orange a Medium character structure, and yellow 
a Low character structure. This rating is based purely on architectural form and 
does not reflect the monetary value or existing condition of the structure. 

In order to form a National Register historic district, the grouping of structures 
with Landmark (purple) or High (blue) character would need to be much more 
dense, as it is in the downtown area. As the neighborhood currently sits, too many 
Medium and Low character structures make up the target area, meaning that the 
integrity and density of the neighborhood are not up to the standards necessary 
for National Register listing. 

Of the 880 parcels surveyed in the South Washington Street Corridor:
 15 parcels feature a Landmark structure
 34 parcels feature a High Character structure
 168 parcels feature a Medium Character structure
 195 parcels feature a Low Character structure
 438 parcels are vacant or have an auxillary structure
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 DESIGN 
 RECOMMENDATIONS

D.

Marion Redevelopment Student Design Group

In regard to the design of Marion, Indiana’s historic revitalization within the 
Washington Street corridor, the ARCH 506 Design Group took on the responsibility 
of identifying certain structures within the district given as viable candidates 
for redevelopment. After a thorough assessment of the area, two structures – 
Marion’s former Firestone Service Station and Fire Department No. 3 – as well as 
a formerly occupied site along South Washington Street, were selected for their 
potential. The first two were seen to be excellent candidates – should they receive 
a comprehensive cleaning and restoration of their structural “envelope,” or “skin” 
– for a number of reuse outlets, while the last of these three has been considered 
here for its developmental aptitude as a small community “pocket” park. A list of 
assets and issues which each site and/or structure possessed was compiled by 
our team, and is now published here. Finally, a conditions assessment for each 
structure was also devised as a way to gauge the range of costs associated with 
remediating the issues noted. 

Former Marion Fire Department No. 3
300 E. Fourteenth Street, Marion, IN 46953

The Old Marion Firehouse No. 3 was constructed in 1910 to replace the building 
they were occupying on Thirteenth Street and Branson Street. The building was 
condemned and new quarters were needed. The land was bought from Addie 
Turner in March, 1910 for $1,000. The lot consisted of a house and a workshop. 
The original plan was to demolish or move the workshop and move the house to 
the rear of the property to rent to one of the firemen.  Per newspaper accounts, 
construction was underway by the end of September with Edward Tjulander as 
contractor/builder. Original specifications anticipated the firehouse to be finished 
by September 1st, but there were unspecified interruptions.  Plans for construction 
called for a two-story brick building with lockers, room for six horses, and spacious 
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living quarters for the firemen. The plans also allowed for this building to be big 
enough to house a motorized fire engine, which the city was planning on buying 
soon.  Construction was finished by December and the firemen moved into their 
new station on December 10, 1910. The final cost of construction was $6,500.  

This fire station has many years of dedicated service to the City of Marion. When 
the firehouse was planned, they city planned to add a motorized fire engine. 
This came to fruition in 1914 and within two years, the entire MFD was entirely 
motorized.  The Old Marion Firehouse No. 3 saw its last year of service in 1984 with 
its closing to increase manpower efficiency. 

Assets:

Historical Prominence
- Cultural significance behind the history of the fire department
- Good example of typical architecture of an early-twentieth century 
firehouse 

Design
- Two stories allows for a mixed-use new design
- Ideal for a “makerspace” or blacksmith shop that doesn’t require as much 

Marion’s  former FIre Station No. 3 as itsits in Fall 2016. 
Photograph by Caitlin Barhorst.
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flexibility in the floor plan
- First floor with more open floor plan could be used as a community space
- Second floor allows for more separation, with separate rooms if kept to 
the original design

Condition
- Inside is fairly clean, no evidence of mold or anything unmanageable
- Structurally-solid brick building, with the exception of a hole in the rear 
elevation, which can be repaired 

Issues:

Clean-up
- Structure and surrounding property will require a thorough cleaning of 
all detritus on-site, including abandoned fire equipment and documents, 
saplings and other overgrowth, as well as any fallen brick and broken glass, 
before redevelopment begins.

Structural Deficiencies
- South wall (brick, approx. 3 wythes – 12” – deep) will require specialized 
repair. Please see conditions assessment for further information. 

Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing
Redevelopment of this structure will call for:

- The construction of bathroom and/or kitchen amenities, which will 
require new plumbing and fixtures to meet local building codes. 
- The replacement or repair of the electrical systems currently installed 
within the structure, also required to meet current codes.
- Potentially, the replacement of the large overhead doors currently 
installed on the north wall of the structure. 
- The repair or replacement of the structure’s flat roof and membrane.
- The repair of spalling brick, especially noted on the south wall of the 
structure.
- The replacement of rotten soffits, especially along the south wall.  
- The replacement of missing millwork along the structure’s northern wall.
- Repair of any deficiencies – structural or otherwise – discovered in the 
“porch” affixed to the structure’s northern wall.

Parking
- Structure and surrounding site face a current lack of parking amenities 
on-site. 

Connectivity
- Structure’s location suffers from a lack of proximity to Washington Street 
corridor, and other community assets. 
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These renderings show one potential re-use of Fire Station No. 3 as a community meeting space. 
Above: Exterior rendering of the restored Fire Station.
Below: Interior rendering of potential metting space.

Renderings by Caitlin Barhorst.
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Former Firestone Service Station
625 S. Washington Street, Marion, IN 46953

(from our National Register Nomination for this building): “The Marion Firestone 
Supply and Service Station is one of very few Art Deco buildings in Marion, IN. The 
building has a steel frame and is covered in large windows and enameled metal 
panels. The building has a flat roof and an awning that covers the front lot. It is 
located at the northeast corner of the intersection of Washington and 7th Streets 
on the edge of the downtown area and occupies a full quarter of a block. Though 
some alterations have been made, this building has maintained a high level of 
historic integrity.”

Assets:

Location
- On the corner of Washington and 7th Streets
- Three blocks from the Quilters Museum
- Across the street from the Library

Proximity
- Close to downtown and library
- Easily accessed by foot

Design
- Variety of potential reuse from historical open floor plan
- Outdoor space potential with existing structure of overhang
- Unique Art Deco historic design that would create an icon in the 
neighborhood if restored and rehabilitated

The Firestone Service Station as  it sits today.
Photograph by Mitchell Knigga.
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These renderings show one potential re-use of the Firestone Store as a cafe. 
Above: Exterior rendering of the restored Firestone Store.

Rendering by Caitlin Barhorst.

Condition
- Structure appears to be be in fairly good condition from the students’ 
exterior evaluation 

Issues:

Clean-up
- Structure and surrounding property will require a thorough cleaning 
of all detritus on-site, including any potentially abandoned automotive 
equipment, overgrown vegetation, loose asphalt, and broken glass before 
redevelopment begins.

Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing 
Redevelopment of this structure MAY call for:

 
- The construction of bathroom and/or kitchen amenities, which will 
require new plumbing and fixtures which meet local building codes. 
- The replacement or repair of the electrical systems currently installed 
within the structure, also required to meet current codes. 
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- The repair of the structure’s ribbon of windows, which wrap around the 
west and south extents of the building. 
- The repair or replacement of the structure’s flat roof and  membrane.
- Repair of any deficiencies – structural or otherwise – discovered in the 
“overhang” affixed to the west elevation of the structure.

Environmental 
- Site is a potential “brownfield” – “[a property] that may have hazardous 
substances, pollutants or contaminants present” either below or 
above ground – as defined by the United States EPA, and may require 
environmental remediation as prescribed by the guidelines set forth by this 
same agency.  

Parking
- Redevelopment of structure and surrounding site may require the 
demolition of existing pavement to permit removal of subterranean 
gasoline storage tanks. Under these circumstances, the regrading and 
repaving of a new pad will become necessary.

Landscape
- The area around the firestone building is dominated by hardscape. While 
this surface is ideal for parking, too much of it results in an uninviting 
space. Changes to the landscape may be necessary to attract customers.    



Ball State University Student Report       |       60

New “Pocket Park” Development
1137-1299 S. Washington St., Marion, IN 46953

This 1.146-acre lot is located in the heart of the South Washington Street 
neighborhood. Its central location makes it an ideal space for a new public park or 
gathering space. The Hill Chapel Community Church Inc. currently owns the space 
but could possibly be persuaded to convert the space (located just north of the 
one of their churches) for community betterment. Proposed use of the site could 
include; farmers markets, outdoor concerts, community gardens, and event space 
for area organizations. 

Assets:

Location
- One block from the Quilters Museum
- Four blocks from the Library

Proximity
- Close to the Railroad
- Easily accessed by neighborhood people      

Use
- Possibility of using as a variety of events
- Farmers Markets
- Concerts
- Art Venue

Destination
- Creates a place that people will want to go to
- Draws attention to the neighborhood which will create more interest in 
moving there/ starting businesses in the area

Aesthetic Improvement
- No other designed public park area exists in the neighborhood
- Will start to improve the overall appearance of the area
- Already space for parking
- Possible parking in the lot to the south owned by the church

Issues:

Location
- The site of the proposed park is along an active railroad right-of-way 
(ROW) which continues to experience regular traffic on a daily basis. The 
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installation of an “art wall” has been suggested as a means of remediating 
this current physical and aesthetic obstruction. 

Ownership
- Taking ownership of the suggested site incurs purchasing the property 
from its current owner, The Hills Chapel Community Church, Inc. Any 
possible interest by the owner in selling the selected property is currently 
undetermined. 

Clean-up
- Structure and surrounding property will require a thorough cleaning of all 
detritus on-site, including any overgrown vegetation, broken glass or other 
trash, before redevelopment begins.

Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing
Redevelopment of this site will call for:

- If so desired, the design and construction of an on-site pavilion for 
hosting concerts and other performances, selling concessions, and to act 
as a physical and visual “anchor” for the site as a park. 
- The construction of bathroom and/or kitchen amenities within said 
pavilion, which will require the installation of plumbing and plumbing 
fixtures which meet operating local building codes. 
- The installation of specialized electrical systems within the pavilion, also 
required to meet current codes. 

Environmental 
- Site is a potential “brownfield” – “[a property] that may have hazardous 
substances, pollutants or contaminants present” either below or 
above ground – as defined by the United States EPA, and may require 
environmental remediation as prescribed by the guidelines set forth by this 
same agency.  

Parking
- Site currently suffers from a lack of parking amenities on-site. A local 
community building immediately south, however, features a parking 
lot. This may be a viable source of parking facilities upon an agreement 
established with the property owner.

Public Approval 
- A proposed gathering space could concern some local residents. Sharing 
the positive impacts a public park has may be necessary. 
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A pocket park could provide an excellent space to engage the community  and 
provide space for vistiors to experience the best of Marion during local events.

Rendering by Joseph Clark.
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Converting Washington Street from One-Way to Two-Way

Towns across Indiana are revamping their downtowns to attract and keep residents, 
and street conversion is an important part of some of their plans. In many cities, such 
as Marion, there has been a resurgence of interest in downtown redevelopment. 
People are beginning to recognize the importance of the downtown tax base 
and thus numerous researchers have studied the ‘nuts and bolts’ of what makes 
downtowns actually work better. One of these ‘nuts and bolts’ is the downtown 
street system. Recent studies have shown numerous benefits in converting one-
way streets to two-way. In one study, the city of Louisville turned two of their 
major streets from one-way to two-way to help revitalize portions of their city. The 
results were been stunning; reduced vacancy rates, reduced crime, increased retail 
sales and employment, increased pedestrian activity, and/or increased property 
tax assessments, and more. Since then, cities such as Cincinnati, Indianapolis, and 
Evansville have begun the conversion from one way to two-way streets. This study 
will discuss the benefits of street conversion and how it can be applied in Marion’s 
Washington Street corridor.  

Benefits:

- With the addition friction resulting from two-way operation, mid block speeds 
are typically lower on two-way streets.
- With the foregoing lower travel speeds, pedestrians crossing the street and 
traveling on sidewalks may be considered safer.
- After Louisville converted both Brook St. and 1st St. to two-way traffic, traffic 
collisions decreased substantially. Brook St. decreased by 36 percent and 1st by 
60 percent.
•- Two-way streets are much less confusing for downtown visitors than one-way 
streets. Visitors driving in a two-way grid network can easily approach their 
destination from any direction.
- Decreased speeds, along with traffic flow from both directions create a 
presence that deters criminals. In Louisville crime drooped 23 percent on 
converted streets. Auto theft alone has decreased by almost a third on converted 
streets, even as it climbed by 36 percent on the nearby one-way streets. At the 
same time, there was a 42-percent reduction in robberies on the converted 
streets. 
- Due to a decrease in crime and increase in pedestrian and traffic safety, 
property values have been show to rise after a conversion. In Louisville Brook St. 
has seen a 39 percent increase in property value. 
- A survey conducted by the National Trust for Historic Preservation shows that 
25 town and cities that have converted their main streets have experienced 
significant reductions in vacant floor space after the conversion. 
- By increasing the direction of vehicle access and range of vehicle turning 
movements to and from adjacent uses, and ultimately slowing vehicle travel 
speed, the impacts of vehicles on adjacent land uses is less. This is particularly 
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important for residential neighborhood streets in inner-city areas.

Things to Consider:

Street jurisdiction
- Street jurisdiction refers to the legal authority under which the street operates. Is 
it a federal, state, or local route? If it is a federal or state route, it will be necessary 
to get approval to make the  conversion and the studies required may be fairly 
rigorous. If the street is under local jurisdiction, the conversion will be under local 
control, and the decision may be dependent only on traffic volumes and parking 
needs. 

Street width
- Perhaps the most important consideration is street width. Two-way operation 
generally requires a minimum width of 24 feet. If there is parallel parking on both 
sides of the street, the required width may be 36 to 38 feet; and with angle parking 
on both sides, the width expands to 64 to 68 feet. These widths do  not provide any 
left-turn lanes, so if there is a heavy amount of left-turn traffic, additional width 
may be required. Washington Street has a total length of 42 feet comprised of two 
12-foot traffic lanes and two 9-foot parking lanes on either side. These existing 
widths provide ample space to convert the street into two-way traffic with either 
parallel parking on either side of the street or angle parking on one side.  

Daily and peak-hour traffic
- The amount of traffic, both daily and during peak hours, must also be considered. 
For streets carrying more than 10,000 vehicles per day, make sure that most of 
the traffic consists of local shoppers; otherwise severe complaints will ensue. 
Peak-hour volumes of more than 500 vehicles per lane can cause considerable 
delay due to the new left-turn movements generated by the conversion. If you 
plan to convert streets with high traffic volumes, look for alternative routes with 
surplus capacity that can be used by drivers who aren’t planning to stop at any 
of the businesses on the converted streets. The existing one-way streets of Boots 
and Branson Streets can be designated as alternative routes going in and out of 
downtown. 

Adjacent building use
- Building use along the street is another important factor. The basic reason for 
converting a street to two-way traffic is to make the circulation system easier 
to understand and use. For people who work or live downtown, this may not 
be an important issue. For shoppers, it’s a different story; two-way streets can 
help them reach their destinations more quickly and easily. Thus, streets with  
predominantly retail uses are usually the prime candidates for conversion. As 
noted before Washington has a total of 38 retail buildings along Washington that 
could benefit from this conversion. 
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Pedestrian activity
- Improving the pedestrian environment on adjacent sidewalks is one of the 
major reasons for converting one-way streets to two-way operations. This can 
occur by reducing traffic speeds, noise, rain and snow splash, and vehicular-
pedestrian conflicts. To obtain significant benefits through the above actions, 
there must either existing or anticipated pedestrian traffic on the sidewalks.  
Washington Street provides a direct connection between Indiana Wesleyan 
University and downtown. Providing a pedestrian friendly street will encourage 
walking to the up and coming downtown scene. 

Why Convert?

When should a community consider converting a street or network of streets 
from one-way to two-way traffic? The most important consideration is whether it 
will help the revitalization effort. If the area affected by the conversion is a retail 
district that is experiencing a comeback, then a conversion may be warranted. In 
the case of Washington St. the majority of businesses along the corridor are retail 
businesses. From 1st St. to 16th St., there are a total of 38 retail buildings facing 
Washington St. Of those 38, 13 are vacant. In the interest of revitalization, the 
conversion of Washington Street from one-way to two-way is recommended.  

Street conversion can  provide enhanced business visibility and pedestrian-friendly design.
Above right: An example of the proposed conversion at Washington and 10th Streets.                     >
Below right: An example of a typical pedestrian bump-out, allowing street crossings mid-block.   >
Renderings by Joseph Clark.
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 HERITAGE TOURISME.

Samuel Plato Tour

The ARCH 506 students, at the request of SOS Marion, have reworked the tour 
brochure used during the Samuel Plato Architectural Tours. This streamlined 
version of the brochure can be printed from the page at right, with the second 
side on the next page. 



Inspiring a Generation
        Samuel Plato 

architectural Tour

presented by: 

rchitectural Tour

Marion, In

Samuel M. Plato was an African-American architect 
and builder noted for contributions to the 
African-American community and architectural 
gems around the country.

Plato was born in Waugh, Alabama. After graduating 
from State University Normal School (now Simmons 
College of Kentucky) in Louisville in 1902, he 
completed a mail-order program in architecture 
with International Correspondence Schools.

Plato spent 19 years after graduation in Marion, IN 
ending in the early 1920s. He found early support 
from Marion buisness owners John Schaumleffel 
and Wood Wilson. He was sucessful in his fight to 
open up the building trade unions to 
African-American workers in Marion.

He was the first African-American awarded a 
contract to build a post office, and built 38 of them 
in total by the end of his life. He was one of only a few 
African-American contractors to build federal 
governemt defense housing projects during 
World War II.

Plato designed and built a wide variety of buildings 
from New York to Alabama, including Greek Revival 
and Craftsman-stylehouses, elegant mansions, 
post offices, banks, churches, schools, office 
buildings, theaters, and government housing 
projects. Eight of his buildings are listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, including 
the Broadway Temple A.M.E. Zion Church in Loiuisville.  

Samuel M. Plato (1882-1957)

Save Our Stories Mission:

S.O.S. is a non-profit created by a group of residents
 to protect and nourish the vitality of historic structures, 

landscapes, and districts  within the City of Marion.

Our Puropse:

A. To promote and encourage public awareness and
 appreciation of historic structures, spaces, 

and neighborhoods in the community.

B. To promote and encourage community support
 for restoring and preserving structures and spaces 

of historic significance in the community.

C. To promote and encourage a collection of 
preserved and restored historic structures and 
spaces with special visibility in the community.

D. To provide a knowledge base for historic preservation, 
it’s puropse and value, best practices, and consultative 

references forpreserving, restoring, and sustaining 
historic buildings.

To Join:

We know there are more of us out there!
Contact us to join the board or a committee. 

For more information,
 please contact Sue Bratton at the Marion Public Library.

Phone: 765-668-2900
E-mail: sbratton@marion.lib.in.us

Contact us to join the board or a committee. 

For more information,
 please contact Sue Bratton at the Marion Public Library.

h

723 W. Fourth Street- 
The Hostess House was commissioned by local
banker, J. Wood Wilson, in 1912 as a wedding 
gift for his bride Peggy Pampel. After being
abandoned and vandalized in the 1940s, a group
of Marion women started a  community-wide
effort to revitalized the structure. They named it 
the Hostess House- a place they could use to 
entertain outside their homes. 

1415 S. Adams Street-
The Platonian Apartments were constructed circa 
1920 as high-end apartments in the Arts and 
Crafts style.There are ten apartments,four on the
north side of the court, four on the south side, and 
two on the east end of the court. When constructed,
the apartments were heated from an underground
heating plant located at thenortheast corner of the
court. Plato lived across Adams Street during their 
construction. 

1327 W. Euclid Avenue-
Plato built this home in 1910 for his own personal 
occupancy.  It is 1,642 square feet and has five 
bedrooms and three full baths. 

1824 S. Branson Street-
The House of Worship for All People was
constructed in 1905.

709 W. Fourth Street-
Constructed in 1900.

722  S. Washington Street-
Constructed in 1916 with three bedrooms and
three baths. There are TIffany fixtures in the
kitchen and a built-in secretary cabinet which 
Plato built himself. 

809 W. Fourth Street-
Constructed in 1925 with five bedrooms and
five baths. 



WALKING DIRECTIONS: 

Start at 723 W. 4th St. and head east for 105 ft., arrive at 709 W. 4th St. on the right.

Head east for .4 miles and turn right onto S. Washington St. 
Walk for .2 miles, arrive at 722 S. Washington St. on the right.

Head south for 59 ft. and turn left onto E. 8th St. After 344 ft., turn right onto S. Adams St. Walk for .7 miles. 
Turn onto Perkins St. and walk 354 ft., arrive at 1824 S. Branson St. on the right.

Head back to S. Adams St. and turn right. After .2 miles, arrive at 1415 S. Adams St. on the right.

Head north on S. Adams St. for 236 ft. Turn left onto E. 14th St. and walk for .4 miles. 
Turn right onto the Cardinal Greenway Trail and follow for .3 miles. Turn left onto W. 9th St. and follow for 486 ft. 
Turn right onto S. D St. and follow for 213 ft. Turn left onto W. Terrace Ave. and follow for .3 miles. 
Turn right onto S. Western Ave. and follow for .6 miles. Turn left onto W. Euclid Ave. and walf for 361 ft. 
Arrive at 1327 W. Euclid Ave. on the left.

Head back to N. Western Ave. and turn right. Walk for .3 miles and turn left onto W. Delphi Ave. 
Follow for .2 miles and continue onto W. 3rd St. After 426 ft., turn right onto S. D St. 
Follow for 348 ft. and turn left onto W. 4th St. Follow for 200 ft. and arrive at 809 W. 4th St. on the right. 
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 CASE STUDIES FOR 
 AC TION ITEMS

F.

Landlord Licensing Case Study

Bloomington, Indiana
• Residential Rental Property Registration and Inspection Program is  
 administered by the city’s Housing and Neighborhood Development  
 (HAND) Department
• This program has been in place since the early 1970s
• Inspections are conducted by HAND inspectors on new construction  
 rental units, new license applications, prior to expiration date, renewals,  
 and complaints
• Rental units managed by Indiana University is exempt from this program

Length of Licensing
• Initial Applicants receive a 4-year license
• If there were no violations or violations were fixed within 60 days, the  
 owner receives a 5-year license
• If owner has violations that were not corrected within 60 days or did not  
 get an inspection prior to renewal, the owner receives a 3-year license
Fees
• Single detached residence- $95
• Condominiums- $95
• Apartments (each building)- $70 + each unit $25
• Inspections-$70
• Initial complaint inspection and follow-up inspection is free. Owners are  
 charged for inspections after owner is non-compliant
Incentives
• Length of licensing is determined by compliance. Compliant owners get a  
 5-year license and non-compliant owners get a 3-year
• Compliant owners get a 25% reduction in fees

Source: City of Bloomington Website
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Land Bank Case Study

Genesee County Land Bank-Flint, Michigan
• Genesee County Land Bank is a non-profit government run program
• Created in 2004 in response to a Michigan law passed in 1999 that  
 streamlined tax foreclosure

The Genesee County Land Bank does several things:
• Sell Properties
• Vacant Lot Programs
 o Side lot program allows homeowner next to a vacant lot to  
  purchase this lot to expand their property
 o Community garden
• Blight Elimination
 o Demolition through grant funds
 o Boarding vacant properties
 o Weed and land management- Land bank mows and plants clover  
  on newly acquired properties. This clover slows grass and weed  
  growth allowing mowing once a year. 

Sources: Genesee County Land Bank Website

Beautification Program Case Study

Case Study 1

Title:   City of Kilgore Beatification Plan
Year:   2013-2014
Summary:  This comprehensive plan was intended to guide the beautification  
  of public and private properties in the city limits of Kilgore,  
  Texas. The plan includes an analysis of the city’s beautification  
  needs and recommendations on fulfilling those needs. Each  
  recommendation provides an action summary, recommendation for  
  responsible departments, and proposed costs. Some notable  
  recommendations include:
  • Creation of entry corridor overlay zone
  • Uniform and attractive signage
  • Neighborhood enhancement
  • Litter control programs
  • Community Gardens
  • Top priority abatement areas
  • Demolish dilapidated structures
Link: http://cityofkilgore.com/node/1523
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Case Study 2

Title:   Adopt-A-Block
Year:   2002
Summary: The Adopt-A-Block program empowers neighbors to bring  
  beautification and neighborhood revitalization down to the  
  smallest unit, the block. Individuals volunteer as block coordinators  
  to lead in their block’s beautification. The organization, Keep  
  Indianapolis Beautiful provides them with tools and resources to  
  help in their efforts. 
Link: http://www.kibi.org/programs/beautification/adopt-a-block/

Case Study 3

Title:   Indianapolis Power and Light (IPL) Project GreenSpace
Year:   Established 2013
Summary: IPL Project GreenSpace is a grassroots effort that transforms vacant  
  lots and underused spaces into natural, beautiful, and functional  
  pocket parks and green spaces for neighborhoods. 
Link: http://www.kibi.org/programs/beautification/project-greenspace/
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 OUTREACH CONTAC T 
 INFORMATION

G.

Banking Institutions

First Farmers Bank & Trust
• 1710 West Kern Road, Marion, Ind. 46952
• (765) 293-4162
• Hours: M-R 9-4, F 9-6
 o Sandy Beouy, Branch Manager
• Office No.: (765) 293-0925

Salin Bank – Marion North West
• 1200 North Baldwin, Marion, Ind. 46952
• p: (765) 382-3620
• f : (765) 382-3629
• Hours: M-R 9-4:30, F 9-6, S 9-12
 o Corporate Offices: 8455 Keystone Crossing Drive,  
  Indianapolis, Ind. 46240
• p: (317) 452-8000; toll-free: (800) 320-7536
• M-Sat. 7am-9pm
• James P. Alender, Salin Bank President & C.E.O., Indianapolis

Riverside Community Federal Credit Union
• 101 N. Washington St., Marion, Ind. 46952
• (765) 662-3969
• Hours: M-R 8-4, F 7-5
 o Tim Moorman, C.E.O.
 o Bobbie Norris, Loan Officer

Afena Federal Credit Union
• 424 N. Bradner Ave., Marion, Ind. 46952
 o M,T,R,F (8-5); W (9-5)
• 1312 W. 44th St., Marion, 46953
 o M-F 9-5, 9-12 Sat. 
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 o toll-free: (888) 296-4328
 o f : (765) 668-4331

STAR Financial Bank
• 315 S. Adams St., Marion, Ind. 46952
 o (765) 651-6800
 o M-F 9-5
• 2948 S. Western Ave., Marion, Ind. 46953
 o (765) 651-6878
 o M-F 9-5, Sat. 9-12
• 1127 N. Baldwin Ave., Marion, Ind. 46952
 o (765) 651-6870
 o M-F 9-5, Sat. 9-12
• Corporate Headquarters: STAR Financial Group, Inc.
• 127 W. Berry Street, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802
• P.O. Box 11409, Fort Wayne, IN 46897
 o p: (260) 428-7000

Heights Finance Corporation 
• 1305 W. Marion Ave., Marion, Ind. 46953
 o (765) 664-6721
• Corporate Headquarters:
 o Heights Finance Corporation
 o P.O. Box 9520, Peoria, Illinois, 61612-9250
• toll-free: 1-(800)-510-4620, p: 1-(309)-693-6688
• email: customerservice@heightsfinance.com

Mutual Bank & Wealth Management Group
• 100 W. 3rd St., Marion, Ind. 46952
 o (765) 664-0556
 o M-F 9-4
• Contact: Jo Ellen Frazier
 o joellen.frazier@bankwithmutual.com 
• Main Office
 o 110 East Charles St., Muncie, Ind. 47305
 o M-F 9-5
 o (765) 747-2800
• Contact: Belinda Thompson
 o belinda.thompson@bankwithmutual.com 
o Dave Heeter
 o President & C.E.O., Mutualfirst Financial, Inc.
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Fortress Federal Credit Union 
• 615 N. Western Ave, Marion, Ind. 46952
• p: (765) 668-3313
• f : (765) 668-3319
• Hours: M-W 9-4, R & F 8-5
 o Contacts: 
• Lisa Blades, President
• Natalie Pruitt, Loan Officer

Indiana Members Credit Union
• IMCU, Marion, Indiana
 o 1619 E. 38th St., Marion, Ind. 46953
 o p: (765) 674-3348
 o f : (765) 674-5627
 o Hours: M-R 9-4, F 9-5
• Contact:
• p: (317) 248-8556
• toll-free: 800.556.9268
• Mailing address:  Indiana Members Credit Union, P.O. Box 47769  
    Indianapolis, Indiana 46247

Via Credit Union
• Locations:
 o 4505 S. Adams St., Marion, Ind. 46953
 o 2232 W. 2nd St., Marion, Ind. 46952
 o 6033 Big Play Way, Marion, Ind. 46952
• p: (765) 674-6631
• (Administration Building) f : (765) 677-5452
• Hours:
 o T-R 8:30-4:30
 o F 8:30-5
 o Sat. 8:30-12 (Noon) 

Local Schools, Universities, and Colleges

Marion Community Schools 
• Marion Regional Career Center
  • 750 W. 26th St., Marion, Ind. 46953
  • p: (765) 664-9051
• Contacts: 
 o Mr. Mike Ripperger – Director, Marion Regional Career Center
  • email: mripperger@marion.k12.in.us
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Indiana Wesleyan University & Wesley Seminary
• 4201 S. Washington St., Marion, Ind. 46953
• p.: (866) 468-6498
• Contacts:
 o IWU Office of University Advancement 
  • John Wesley Administration Building
  • p: (765) 677-2106
  • f : (765) 677-1200
 o Keith Newman, Ph.D., CEO of Residential Campus, Interim  
   Vice President for University Advancement 
  • 765-677-2105 
  • keith.newman@indwes.edu 
 o Beth Smith, Administrative Assistant to the VP for University  
  Advancement
  • 765-677-2106 
  • beth.smith@indwes.edu

Ivy Tech Community College
• 261 S. Commerce Drive, Marion, Ind. 46953
• Contact:
 o LaKoya Rochell – Executive Director, East Central Region
  • lrochell1@ivytech.edu 

Non-Profit Organizations

Main Street Marion
• 422 E. 4th St., Marion, Ind. 46952
• p: (765) 662-1192 
• Contact:
 o Taylor Hawk – Interim Director, Main Street Marion
 o director@mainstreetmarion.com 

Community Foundation of Grant County
• 505 W. 3rd St., Marion, Ind. 46952
• p: (765) 662-0065
• f : (765) 662-1438
• Contacts:
 o Dawn Brown – Executive Director
  • Dawn@GiveToGrant.org 
 o Sherri Rush – Chief Financial Officer
  • Sherri@GiveToGrant.org 
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 o Shelly Jones – Development Manager
  • Shelly@GiveToGrant.org 
 o Cassie Fleming – Grants Manager
  • Cassie@GiveToGrant.org 
 o Meagan McCracken – Office Coordinator
  • Meagan@GiveToGrant.org 

World Gospel Mission
• 3783 East State Road 18
• Mailing address: P.O. Box 948, Marion, Ind. 46952
• p: (765) 664-7331
• f : (765) 671-7230
• email: wgm@wgm.org
• Missions teams email: teams@wgm.org 
• Why? http://www.wgm.org/ministry
 o “Wholistic Community Transformation: Ministries that reach out to  
  the whole person—physically and spiritually—have long been a  
  feature of WGM’s work. Now, we seek to integrate the concept of  
  whole-person transformation into the heart and soul of all  
  locations, using a wholistic approach to ministry to affect  
  community transformation. Working with local churches and local  
  community leaders, we will help to facilitate community outreach.”

Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA)
• 123 Sutter Way, Marion, Ind. 46952
• p: (765) 664-0544
• f : (765) 664-0548
• Hours: M-F 5:30am-9pm, Sat. 6am-5pm, Sun. 12pm-5pm (members only)

Grant County Economic Growth Council
• 301 S Adams St, Marion, Ind. 46952
• p: (888) 668-3203
• f : (765) 662-8340
• Hours: M-F 8-5
• email: info@grantcounty.com 
• Contacts:
 o Tim Eckerle – Executive Director
  • teckerle@grantcounty.com 
 o Danielle Towne – Director of Marketing & Communications
  • dtowne@grantcounty.com 
 o Charity Bailey – Director of Business Development & Operations
  • cbailey@grantcounty.com 
• Alternative Contacts:
 o Tim Street – Executive Committee President
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 o Anne Duncan – Executive Committee Vice President of Resources
 o Bill Gartland – Executive Committee President Elect
• Why? “Our Growth”: http://grantcounty.com/about-us/our-growth/ 
 o  “The Grant County Economic Growth Council goal is to facilitate  
  investment and reinvestment for job retention and creation within  
  Grant County, Indiana. The organization is known for its track record  
  of working at the “speed of business” and with over $2 billion in  
  local investment dollars since 2000, we understand what it takes  
  to make a project happen.”  
  “Part of the Growth Council’s uniqueness is our willingness and  
  ability to bring together the right mix of resources, local elected  
  officials, utility engineers, and the expertise of surrounding  
  business leaders – whatever the project needs.”

Fraternal Order of Eagles (FOE)
• 933 S Washington St, Marion, Ind. 46953
• p: (765) 664-2814

Boys & Girls Club of Grant County
• 3402 S. Meridian St., Marion, Ind. 46953
• (765) 664-6141
• Hours: M-R 3-8, Sat. 8-6 (closed Friday & Sunday)
• Contact: 
 o  Julie Cline, General Manager, BGC Grant County

Gilead Ministries
• 212 N Baldwin Ave, Marion, Ind. 46952
• p: (765) 664-3734
• Hours: M-F 9:30-2:30
• Contact:
 o  Bill Sparks – Executive Director, Gilead Ministries
  • bills@gileadministries.com 

Habitat for Humanity
• 816 N. Branson St., Marion, Ind. 46952
• Mailing address: P.O. Box 687, Marion, Ind. 46952
• p: (765) 662-1552
• email: habitat93@sbcglobal.net 
• Contacts:
 o Mary Wheeler – Executive Director
 o Ron Carpenter – Construction Committee Chair
 o Gabe Galvin – Construction Manager/Teacher
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 INDIANA CODE 36-7-11H.

IC 36-7-11 Chapter 11. Historic Preservation Generally

IC 36-7-11-1 
Application of chapter 
Sec. 1. This chapter applies to all units except: 
 (1) counties having a consolidated city; 
 (2) municipalities in counties having a consolidated city; and 
 (3) townships. 
As added by Acts 1981, P.L.309, SEC.30. 

IC 36-7-11-1.5 
“Commission” defined 
Sec. 1.5. As used in this chapter, “commission” refers to a historic preservation  
 commission established through the adoption of an ordinance under  
 section 4 of this chapter.
As added by P.L.227-1997, SEC.1. 

IC 36-7-11-2
Continuation of existing historical preservation commissions; new commissions; 
commissions for the preservation of historic street area 
Sec. 2. (a) If before July 1, 1977, a unit established by ordinance a commission for 
  the purpose of historic preservation, that commission may continue to  
 operate, regardless of whether that ordinance is subsequently amended or  
 is consistent with this chapter. If the unit wants to operate a historic  
 preservation commission under this chapter, it must adopt an ordinance  
 under section 4 of this chapter, and this chapter then provides the  
 exclusive method for operation of a historic preservation agency in the  
 unit. 
 (b) If a unit did not establish a commission for the purpose of historic  
 preservation before July 1, 1977, this chapter provides the exclusive  
 method for operation of a historic preservation agency in the unit.  
 (c) Subsections (a) and (b) do not limit the power of a municipality to  
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 establish a commission for the preservation of a historic street area under  
 IC 36-7-11.3. 
As added by Acts 1981, P.L.309, SEC.30. Amended by Acts 1982, P.L.77, SEC.3; 
P.L.1-1995, SEC.80; P.L.227-1997, SEC.2. 

IC 36-7-11-3 
Legislative intent; conflicts between zoning districts and historic districts 
Sec. 3. The historic district regulation provided in this chapter is intended to  
 preserve and protect the historic or architecturally worthy buildings,  
 structures, sites, monuments, streetscapes, squares, and neighborhoods  
 of the historic districts. Zoning districts lying within the boundaries of  
 the historic district are subject to the regulations   for both the zoning  
 district and the historic district. If there is conflict between the  
 requirements of the zoning district and the requirements of the historic  
 district, the more restrictive requirements apply. 
As added by Acts 1981, P.L.309, SEC.30. 

IC 36-7-11-4 
Commission; establishment 
Sec. 4. (a) A unit may establish, by ordinance, a historic preservation commission  
 with an official name designated in the ordinance. The commission  
 must have not less than three (3) nor more than nine (9) voting members,  
 as designated by the ordinance. The voting members shall be appointed  
 by the executive of the unit, subject to the approval of the legislative  
 body. Voting members shall each serve for a term of three (3) years. 
 However, the terms of the original voting members may be for one (1)  
 year, two (2) years, or three (3) years in order for the terms to be  
 staggered, as provided by the ordinance. A vacancy shall be filled for  
 the duration of the term. In the case of a commission with jurisdiction in  
 a city having a population of more than one hundred thousand (100,000)  
 but less than one hundred ten thousand (110,000), the commission must  
 after June 30, 2001, include as a voting member the superintendent of the  
 largest school corporation in the city.  
 (b) The ordinance may provide qualifications for members of the  
 commission, but members must be residents of the unit who are  
 interested in the preservation and development of historic areas. The  
 members of the commission should include professionals in the  
 disciplines of architectural history, planning, and other disciplines related  
 to historic preservation, to the extent that those professionals are  
 available in the community. The ordinance may also provide for  
 the appointment of advisory members that the legislative body considers  
 appropriate.  
 (c) The ordinance may:  
  (1) designate an officer or employee of the unit to act as  
  administrator;  
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  (2) permit the commission to appoint an administrator who shall  
  serve without compensation except reasonable expenses incurred  
  in the performance of the administrator’s duties; or  
  (3) provide that the commission act without the services of an  
  administrator.  
 (d) Members of the commission shall serve without compensation except  
 for reasonable expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.  
 (e) The commission shall elect from its membership a chairman and vice  
 chairman, who shall serve for one (1) year and may be reelected.  
 (f ) The commission shall adopt rules consistent with this chapter for  
 the transaction of its business. The rules must include the time and place  
 of regular meetings and a procedure for the calling of   special meetings.  
 All meetings of the commission must be open to the public, and a public  
 record of the commission’s resolutions, proceedings, and actions must be  
 kept. If the commission has an administrator, the administrator shall act  
 as the commission’s secretary, otherwise, the commission shall elect a  
 secretary from its membership.  
 (g) The commission shall hold regular meetings, at least monthly, except  
 when it has no business pending.  
 (h) A final decision of the commission is subject to judicial review under IC  
 36-7-4 as if it were a final decision of a board of zoning appeals.  
As added by Acts 1981, P.L.309, SEC.30. Amended by P.L.7-1987, SEC.168; P.L.227-
1997, SEC.3; P.L.158-2001, SEC.2; P.L.170-2002, SEC.157; P.L.126-2011, SEC.64; 
P.L.119-2012, SEC.200. 

IC 36-7-11-4.3 
Commission; authority to grant or deny certificate of appropriateness 
Sec. 4.3. (a) An ordinance that establishes a historic preservation commission  
 under section 4 of this chapter may authorize the staff of the commission,  
 on behalf of the commission, to grant or deny an application for a  
 certificate of appropriateness. 
 (b) An ordinance adopted under this section must specify the types of  
 applications that the staff of the commission is authorized to grant or  
 deny. The staff may not be authorized to grant or deny an application for a  
 certificate of appropriateness for the following: 
  (1) The demolition of a building. 
  (2) The moving of a building. 
  (3) The construction of an addition to a building. 
  (4) The construction of a new building. 
As added by P.L.227-1997, SEC.4. 

IC 36-7-11-4.6 
Commission; acquisition and disposition of property 
Sec. 4.6. An ordinance that establishes a historic preservation commission under 
section 4 of this chapter may: 
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 (1) authorize the commission to: 
  (A) acquire by purchase, gift, grant, bequest, devise, or lease any  
  real or personal property, including easements, that is appropriate  
  for carrying out the purposes of the commission;  
  (B) hold title to real and personal property; and  
  (C) sell, lease, rent, or otherwise dispose of real and personal  
  property at a public or private sale on the terms and conditions  
  that the commission considers best; and  
 (2) establish procedures that the commission must follow in acquiring and  
 disposing of property. 
As added by P.L.227-1997, SEC.5.

IC 36-7-11-5 
Concern for visual quality in historic district 
Sec. 5. The commission shall be concerned with those elements of development,  
 redevelopment, rehabilitation, and preservation that affect visual  
 quality in the historic district. However, the commission may not consider  
 details of design, interior arrangements, or building features if those  
 details, arrangements, or features are not subject to public view, and may  
 not make any requirement except for the purpose of preventing  
 development, alteration, or demolition in the historic district obviously  
 incongruous with the historic district. A commission established by a  
 county may not take any action that affects property located in a  
 municipality.
As added by Acts 1981, P.L.309, SEC.30. Amended by P.L.227-1997, SEC.6. 

IC 36-7-11-6 
Maps of historic districts; classification of historic buildings and structures 
Sec. 6. (a) The commission shall conduct a survey to identify historic buildings,  
 structures, and sites located within the unit. Based on its survey,  
 the commission shall submit to the legislative body a map describing the  
 boundaries of a historic district or historic districts. A district may be  
 limited to the boundaries of a property containing a single building,  
 structure, or site. The map may divide a district into primary and  
 secondary areas.  
 (b) The commission shall also classify and designate on the map all  
 buildings, structures, and sites within each historic district described  
 on the map. Buildings, structures, and sites shall be classified as historic  
 or nonhistoric in the manner set forth in subsections (c) and (e).  
 (c) Buildings, structures, and sites classified as historic under this section  
 must possess identified historic or architectural merit of a degree  
 warranting their preservation. They may be further classified as: (1)  
 outstanding; (2) notable; or (3) contributing.  
 (d) In lieu of the further classifications set forth in subsection (c), the  
 commission may devise its own system of further classification for historic 
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 buildings, structures, and sites.  
 (e) Nonhistoric buildings and structures are those not classified on the  
 map as historic under subsection (b). 
As added by Acts 1981, P.L.309, SEC.30. Amended by P.L.227-1997, SEC.7. 

IC 36-7-11-7 
Approval of maps of historic districts
Sec. 7. The map setting forth the historic district boundaries and   building  
 classifications must be submitted to, and approved in an ordinance by,  
 the legislative body of the unit before the historic district is established  
 and the building classifications take effect. 
As added by Acts 1981, P.L.309, SEC.30. 

IC 36-7-11-8 
Additional surveys and maps 
Sec. 8. The commission may conduct additional surveys, and draw and submit  
 additional maps for approval of the legislative body, as it considers  
 appropriate. 
As added by Acts 1981, P.L.309, SEC.30. Amended by P.L.227-1997, SEC.8. 

IC 36-7-11-8.5 
Interim protection 
Sec. 8.5. (a) When submitting a map to the legislative body under section 7  
 or 8 of this chapter, the commission may declare one (1) or more buildings  
 or structures that are classified and designated as historic on the map to  
 be under interim protection. 
 (b) Not more than two (2) working days after declaring a building or  
 structure to be under interim protection under this section, the  
 commission shall, by personal delivery or first class mail, provide the  
 owner or occupant of the building or structure with a written notice of the  
 declaration. The written notice must: 
  (1) cite the authority of the commission to put the building or  
  structure under interim protection under this section;  
  (2) explain the effect of putting the building or structure under  
  interim protection; and 
  (3) indicate that the interim protection is temporary. 
 (c) A building or structure put under interim protection under subsection  
 (a) remains under interim protection until:  
  (1) in a county other than a county described in subdivision (2), the  
  map is:  
   (A) submitted to; and 
   (B) approved in an ordinance or rejected by; the legislative  
   body of the unit; or 
  (2) in a county having a population of more than two hundred fifty  
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  thousand (250,000) but less than two hundred seventy thousand  
  (270,000), the earlier of: 
   (A) thirty (30) days after the building or structure is declared  
   to be under interim protection; or  
   (B) the date the map is: 
    (i) submitted to; and  
    (ii) approved in an ordinance or rejected by; the  
    legislative body of the unit. 
 (d) While a building or structure is under interim protection under this  
 section: 
  (1) the building or structure may not be demolished or moved; and  
  (2) the exterior appearance of the building or structure may not be  
  conspicuously changed by: 
   (A) addition; 
   (B) reconstruction; or 
   (C) alteration. 
As added by P.L.227-1997, SEC.9. Amended by P.L.158-2001, SEC.3; P.L.119-2012, 
SEC.201. 

IC 36-7-11-9 
Assistance from unit officials; legal counsel 
Sec. 9. (a) Each official of the unit who has responsibility for building inspection,  
 building permits, planning, or zoning shall provide any technical,  
 administrative, or clerical assistance requested by the commission. 
 (b) The attorney for the unit is the attorney for the commission. However,  
 the commission may employ other legal counsel authorized to practice  
 law in Indiana if it considers it to be necessary or desirable. 
As added by Acts 1981, P.L.309, SEC.30. Amended by P.L.146-1992, SEC.1; P.L.227-
1997, SEC.10.

IC 36-7-11-10 
Construction projects within historic districts; certificates of appropriateness 
required; exception 
Sec. 10. Except as provided in sections 19 and 20 of this chapter, a certificate  
 of appropriateness must be issued by or on behalf of the commission  
 before a permit is issued for or work is begun on any of the following: 
  (1) Within all areas of the historic district: 
   (A) the demolition of any building; 
   (B) the moving of any building; 
   (C) a conspicuous change in the exterior appearance of  
   historic buildings by additions, reconstruction, alteration, or  
   maintenance involving exterior color change; or  
   (D) any new construction of a principal building or accessory  
   building or structure subject to view from a public way. 
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  (2) Within a primary area of the historic district: 
   (A) a change in walls and fences or the construction of walls  
   and fences along public ways; or 
   (B) a conspicuous change in the exterior appearance  
   of nonhistoric buildings subject to view from a public way  
   by additions, reconstruction, alteration, or maintenance  
   involving exterior color change. 
As added by Acts 1981, P.L.309, SEC.30. Amended by P.L.146-1992, SEC.2; P.L.227-
1997, SEC.11.   

IC 36-7-11-11 
Applications for certificates of appropriateness 
Sec. 11. Application for a certificate of appropriateness may be made in the  
 office of the commission on forms provided by that office. Detailed  
 drawings, plans, or specifications are not required. However, to the extent  
 reasonably required for the commission to make a decision, each  
 application must be accompanied by sketches, drawings, photographs,  
 descriptions, or other information showing the proposed exterior  
 alterations, additions, changes, or new construction.
As added by Acts 1981, P.L.309, SEC.30. Amended by P.L.227-1997, SEC.12. 

IC 36-7-11-12 
Approval or denial of application for certificates of appropriateness 
Sec. 12. (a) The commission may advise and make recommendations to the  
 applicant before acting on an application for a certificate of  
 appropriateness. 
 (b) If an application for a certificate of appropriateness: 
  (1) is approved by the commission; or 
  (2) is not acted on by the commission; within thirty (30) days after  
  it isfiled, a certificate of appropriateness shall be issued. If the  
  certificate is issued, the application shall be processed in the same  
  manner as applications for building or demolition permits required  
  by the unit, if any, are processed. If no building or demolition  
  permits are required by the unit, the applicant may proceed with  
  the work authorized by the certificate. 
 (c) If the commission denies an application for a certificate of  
 appropriateness within thirty (30) days after it is filed, the certificate may  
 not be issued. The commission must state its reasons for the denial in  
 writing, and must advise the applicant. An application that has been  
 denied may not be processed as an application for a building or  
 demolition permit and does not authorize any work by the applicant. 
 (d) The commission may grant an extension of the thirty (30) day limit  
 prescribed by subsections (b) and (c) if the applicant agrees to it. 
As added by Acts 1981, P.L.309, SEC.30. Amended by P.L.227-1997, SEC.13. 
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IC 36-7-11-13 
Reconstruction, alteration, maintenance, and removal of historic buildings and 
structures; preservation of historic character
Sec. 13. (a) A historic building or structure or any part of or appurtenance to  
 such a building or structure, including stone walls, fences, light fixtures,  
 steps, paving, and signs may be moved, reconstructed, altered, or  
 maintained only in a manner that will   preserve the historical and  
 architectural character of the building, structure, or appurtenance. 
 (b) A historic building may be relocated to another site only if it is shown  
 that preservation on its current site is inconsistent with subsection (a). 
As added by Acts 1981, P.L.309, SEC.30. Amended by P.L.227-1997, SEC.14. 

IC 36-7-11-14
Demolition of buildings following failure to secure certificates of 
appropriateness; notice 
Sec. 14. (a) The purpose of this section is to preserve historic buildings that are  
 important to the education, culture, traditions, and economic values of  
 the unit, and to afford the unit, historical organizations, and other  
 interested persons the opportunity to acquire or to arrange for the  
 preservation of these buildings. 
 (b) If a property owner shows that a historic building is incapable of  
 earning an economic return on its value, as appraised by a qualified  
 real estate appraiser, and the commission fails to approve the issuance  
 of a certificate of appropriateness, the building may be demolished.  
 However, before a demolition permit is issued or demolition proceeds,  
 notice of proposed demolition must be given for a period fixed by the  
 commission, based on the commission’s classification on the approved  
 map but not less than sixty (60) days nor more than one (1) year. Notice  
 must be posted on the premises of the building proposed for demolition  
 in a location clearly visible from the street. In addition, notice must be  
 published in a newspaper of general local circulation at least three  
 (3) times before demolition, with the first publication not more than  
 fifteen (15) days after the application for a permit to demolish is filed, and  
 the final publication at least fifteen (15) days before the date of the  
 permit. 
 (c) The commission may approve a certificate of appropriateness at any  
 time during the notice period under subsection (b). If the certificate  
 is approved, a demolition permit shall be issued without further delay,  
 and demolition may proceed. 
As added by Acts 1981, P.L.309, SEC.30. Amended by P.L.227-1997, SEC.15. 

IC 36-7-11-15 
Conformance to statutory requirements for buildings 
Sec. 15. Historic buildings shall be maintained to meet the applicable  
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 requirements established under statute for buildings generally so as to  
 prevent the loss of historic material and the deterioration of important  
 character defining details and features. 
As added by Acts 1981, P.L.309, SEC.30. Amended by P.L.227-1997, SEC.16. 

IC 36-7-11-16 
New buildings and nonhistoric buildings within historic districts; compatibility 
required; exception 
Sec. 16. Except as provided in section 20 of this chapter, the construction of a  
 new building or structure, and the moving, reconstruction, alteration,  
 major maintenance, or repair involving a color change conspicuously  
 affecting the external appearance of any nonhistoric building, structure,  
 or appurtenance within the primary area must be generally of a design,  
 form, proportion, mass, configuration, building material, texture, color,  
 and location on a lot compatible with other buildings in the historic  
 district, particularly with buildings designated as historic, and with  
 squares and places to which it is visually related. 
As added by Acts 1981, P.L.309, SEC.30. Amended by P.L.146-1992, SEC.3. 

IC 36-7-11-17 
Compatibility factors; exception 
Sec. 17. Except as provided in section 20 of this chapter, within the primary  
 area of the historic district, new buildings and structures, as well as  
 buildings, structures, and appurtenances that are moved, reconstructed,  
 materially altered, repaired, or changed in color, must be visually  
 compatible with buildings, squares, and places to which they are visually  
 related generally in terms of the following visual compatibility factors:  
  (1) Height. The height of proposed buildings must be visually  
  compatible with adjacent buildings.  
  (2) Proportion of building’s front facade. The relationship of  
  the width of a building to the height of the front elevation must  
  be visually compatible to buildings, squares, and places to which it  
  is visually related. 
  (3) Proportion of openings within the facility. The relationship of  
  the width of the windows to the height of windows in a building  
  must be visually compatible with buildings, squares, and places to  
  which it is visually related. 
  (4) Rhythm of solids to voids in front facades. The relationship of  
  solids to voids in the front facade of a building must be visually  
  compatible with buildings, squares, and places to which it is visually  
  related. 
  (5) Rhythm of spacing of buildings on streets. The relationship of a  
  building to the open space between it and adjoining buildings must  
  be visually compatible to the buildings, squares, and places to  
  which it is visually related. 
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  (6) Rhythm of entrances and porch projections. The relationship  
  of entrances and porch projections to sidewalks of a building  
  must be visually compatible to the buildings, squares, and places to  
  which it is visually related.  
  (7) Relationship of materials, texture, and color. The relationship  
  of the materials, texture, and color of the facade of   a building  
  must be visually compatible with the predominant materials used  
  in the buildings to which it is visually related. 
  (8) Roof shapes. The roof shape of a building must be visually  
  compatible with the buildings to which it is visually related. 
  (9) Walls of continuity. Appurtenances of a building, such as walls,  
  wrought iron fences, evergreen landscape masses, and building  
  facades, must form cohesive walls of enclosure along the street  
  if necessary to ensure visual compatibility of the building to the  
  buildings, squares, and places to which it is visually related. 
  (10) Scale of a building. The size of a building and the building mass  
  of a building in relation to open spaces, windows, door openings,  
  porches, and balconies must be visually compatible with the  
  buildings, squares, and places to which it is visually related. 
  (11) Directional expression of front elevation. A building must be  
  visually compatible with the buildings, squares, and places to which  
  it is visually related in its directional character, including vertical  
  character, horizontal character, or nondirectional character. 
As added by Acts 1981, P.L.309, SEC.30. Amended by P.L.146-1992, SEC.4. 

IC 36-7-11-18 
Ordinances; penalties for violations 
Sec. 18. Ordinances adopted under this chapter may provide for penalties for  
 violations, subject to IC 36-1-3-8. 
As added by Acts 1981, P.L.310, SEC.71. 

IC 36-7-11-19 
Phases; certificate of appropriateness; objections 
Sec. 19. (a) In an ordinance approving the establishment of a historic district,  
 a unit may provide that the establishment occur in two (2) phases.  
 Under the first phase, which lasts three (3) years from the date the  
 ordinance is adopted, a certificate of appropriateness isrequired only  
 forthe activities described in section 10(1)(A), 10(1)(B), and 10(1)(D) of this  
 chapter. At the end of the first phase, the district becomes fully  
 established, and, subject to subsection 
 (b), a certificate of appropriateness must be issued by the commission  
 before a permit may be issued for or work may begin on an activity 
 described in section 10 of this chapter. (b) The first phase described in  
 subsection (a) continues and the second phase does not become effective  
 if a majority of the property owners in the district object to the  
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 commission, in writing, to the requirement that certificates of  
 appropriateness be issued for the activities described in section 10(1)(C),  
 10(2)(A), and 10(2)(B) of this chapter. The objections must be received  
 by the commission not earlier than one hundred eighty (180) days or  
 later than sixty (60)   days before the third anniversary of the adoption of  
 the ordinance. 
As added by P.L.146-1992, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.227-1997, SEC.17. 

IC 36-7-11-20
Changes in paint colors; exclusion from activities requiring certificate of 
appropriateness 
Sec. 20. In an ordinance approving the establishment of a historic district, a unit  
 may exclude changes in paint colors from the activities requiring the  
 issuance of a certificate of appropriateness under section 10 of this  
 chapter before a permit may be issued or work begun. 
As added by P.L.146-1992, SEC.6.

IC 36-7-11-21 
“Interested party” defined; private rights of action; allegations; bond; liability; 
attorney’s fees and costs; revenue; other remedies
Sec. 21. (a) As used in this section, “interested party” means one (1) of the  
 following: 
  (1) The executive of the unit. 
  (2) The legislative body of the unit. 
  (3) The agency having land use planning jurisdiction over a historic  
  district designated by the ordinance adopted under this chapter. 
  (4) A neighborhood association, whether incorporated or  
  unincorporated, a majority of whose members are residents of a  
  historic district designated by an ordinance adopted under this  
  chapter. 
  (5) An owner or occupant owning or occupying property located in  
  a historic district established by an ordinance adopted under this  
  chapter.
  (6) Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana, Inc., or any of its  
  successors. 
  (7) The state historic preservation officer designated under IC 14- 
  21-1-19. 
 (b) Every interested party has a private right of action to enforce and  
 prevent violation of a provision of this chapter or an ordinance adopted  
 by a unit under this chapter, and with respect to any building, structure,  
 or site within a historic district, has the right to restrain, enjoin, or enforce  
 by restraining order or injunction, temporarily or permanently, any person  
 from violating a provision of this chapter or an ordinance adopted by a  
 unit under this chapter. 
 (c) The interested party does not have to allege or prove irreparable harm  
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 or injury to any person or property to obtain relief under this section.  
 (d) The interested party bringing an action under this section does not  
 have to post a bond unless the court, after a hearing, determines that a  
 bond should be required in the interest of justice.   
 (e) The interested party that brings an action under this section is not  
 liable to any person for damages resulting from bringing or prosecuting  
 the action unless the action was brought without good faith or without a  
 reasonable belief that a provision of this chapter, or an ordinance adopted 
 by a unit under this chapter, had been, or was about to be violated or  
 breached. 
 (f ) An interested party who obtains a favorable judgment in an action  
 under this section may recover reasonable attorney’s fees and court costs 
 from the person against whom judgment was rendered.  
 (g) An action arising under this section must be brought in the circuit or  
 superior court of the county in which the historic district lies and no 
 change of venue from the county shall be allowed in the action. 
 (h) The remedy provided in this section is in addition to other remedies  
 that may be available at law or in equity. 
As added by P.L.146-1992, SEC.7. Amended by P.L.1-1995, SEC.81. 

IC 36-7-11-22 
Removal of classifications in certain counties 
Sec. 22. (a) This section applies only to a county having a population of more  
 than two hundred fifty thousand (250,000) but less than two hundred  
 seventy thousand (270,000). 
 (b) Notwithstanding any other provision, in the case of a building or  
 structure owned by a political subdivision that is classified by a 
 commission as historic and for which the classification is approved by the  
 legislative body of the unit that established the commission, the  
 commission may remove the historic classification of the building or 
 structure without the adoption of an ordinance by the legislative body of  
 the unit if the commission determines that removal of the classification is 
 in the best interest of the unit and the political subdivision. 
As added by P.L.158-2001, SEC.4. Amended by P.L.119-2012, SEC.202.

IC 36-7-11-23 
Removal of historic district designation 
Sec. 23. (a) This section provides the exclusive method for removing the  
 designation of a historic district. The owner or owners of a building,  
 structure, or site designated as a single site historic district may sign and  
 file a petition with the legislative body of the unit requesting removal of  
 the designation of the building, structure, or site as a historic district. In  
 the case of a historic district containing two (2) or more parcels, at least  
 sixty percent (60%) of the owners of the real property of the historic  
 district may sign and file a petition with the legislative body of the unit  
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 requesting removal of the designation of the historic district.  
 (b) The legislative body shall submit a petition filed under subsection (a)  
 to the historic preservation commission of the unit.   The historic  
 preservation commission shall conduct a public hearing on the  
 petition not later than sixty (60) days after receiving the petition. The 
 historic preservation commission shall provide notice of the hearing:  
  (1) by publication under IC 5-3-1-2(b); 
  (2) in the case of a historic district comprised of real property  
  owned by fewer than fifty (50) property owners, by certified mail,  
  sent at least ten (10) days before the hearing, to each owner of real  
  estate within the historic district; and  
  (3) in the case of a single building, structure, or site designated  
  as a historic district, by certified mail, sent at least ten (10) days  
  before the hearing, to each owner of the real estate abutting the  
  building, structure, or site designated as a historic district that is  
  the subject of the petition. 
 (c) The historic preservation commission shall make the following findings  
 after the public hearing: 
  (1) Whether a building, structure, or site within the historic district  
  continues to meet the criteria for inclusion in a historic district as  
  set forth in the ordinance approving the historic district map under  
  section 7 of this chapter. The determination must state specifically  
  the criteria that are applicable to the buildings, structures, or sites  
  within the district. 
  (2) Whether failure to remove the designation of the historic district  
  would deny an owner of a building, structure, or site within the  
  historic district reasonable use of the owner’s property or prevent  
  reasonable economic return. Evidence provided by the petitioner  
  may include information on:  
   (A) costs to comply with regulations; 
   (B) income generation; 
   (C) availability of contractors to perform work; 
   (D) real estate values; 
   (E) assessed values and taxes; 
   (F) revenue projections; 
   (G) current level of return; 
   (H) operating expenses; 
   (I) vacancy rates; 
   (J ) financing issues; 
   (K) efforts to explore alternative uses for a property; 
   (L) availability of economic incentives; and 
   (M) recent efforts to sell or rent property. 
  (3) Whether removal of the designation of a historic district would  
  have an adverse economic impact on the owners of real estate  
  abutting the historic district, based on testimony and evidence  
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  provided by the owners of the real estate and licensed real estate  
  appraisers or brokers. 
  (4) Whether removal of or failure to remove the designation of the  
  historic district would have an adverse impact on the unit’s historic  
  resources, and specifically whether it would result in   the loss of  
  a building, structure, or site classified as historic by the  
  commission’s survey prepared under section 6 of this chapter.  
 (d) Not later than ten (10) days after the public hearing, the historic  
 preservation commission shall submit:
  (1) its findings on the petition; and 
  (2) a recommendation to grant or deny the petition; to the  
  legislative body of the unit. 
 (e) Not later than forty-five (45) days after receiving the historic  
 preservation commission’s findings, the legislative body of the unit shall: 
  (1) take public comment and receive evidence in support of or in  
  opposition to the petition; and 
  (2) do one (1) of the following: 
   (A) Deny the petition. 
   (B) Grant the petition by adopting an ordinance that removes  
   the designation of the historic district by: 
    (i) a majority vote, if the recommendation of the  
    historic preservation commission is to grant the  
    petition; or  
    (ii) a two-thirds (2/3) vote, if the recommendation of  
    the historic preservation commission is to deny the  
    petition. 
   The legislative body shall record an ordinance adopted  
   under subdivision (2) with the county recorder not later than  
   ten (10) days after the legislative body adopts the ordinance.  
   The historic district designation is considered removed on  
   the date the ordinance is recorded with the county recorder. 
 (f ) If the legislative body of the unit does not grant or deny the petition  
 within forty-five (45) days after receiving the historic preservation 
 commission’s findings: 
  (1) the petition is considered granted or denied in accordance with  
  the recommendation of the historic preservation commission; and 
  (2) if the petition is considered granted, the legislative body  
  shall, not later than fifty-five (55) days after receiving the historic  
  preservation commission’s findings: 
   (A) adopt an ordinance that removes the designation of the  
   historic district; and 
   (B) record the ordinance with the county recorder. 
The historic district designation is considered removed on the date the 
ordinance is recorded with the county recorder. 
As added by P.L.206-2013, SEC.1.  
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 SIDE LOT TREATMENTSI.

Urban Edge Side Lot Design

There are many different methods to use when invigorating an unused side 
lot. The example on the following pages is taken from the Detriot Future City’s 
“Working with Side Lots: A Field Guide”, and showcases their “Urban Edge” design 
scheme. Refer to the Advocate for Side Lots portion of Section 5: Action Plan for 
more ideas. 
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2  Field Guide  |  DFC-lots.com | Urban Edge  

HELLO
MY NAME IS 

The Urban Edge lot design uses 
perennials, shrubs, and trees
to create a clean and beautiful 
perimeter on residential blocks.  
This design may be installed on
a single lot but will have more 
impact if used on multiple and 
contiguous lots.

The planted border introduces 
seasonal interest and color
through plants that are hardy and
salt-tolerant.  The Urban Edge can 
also help prevent illegal dumping
on your lot by creating a planted, 
visual barrier between the road
and the lot.

This easy-to-build lot design will 
introduce a clean, intentional
edge to your lot and to your block.

Volunteer Professional Volunteer + Professional

Beginner Intermediate Advanced

Low Medium High

Good Better Best

Single or Multiple Lots in Full Sun to Part Sun

$50 - 1,000 $1,000 - 2,500 $2,500 - 5,500 $5,500 +

The estimated cost of the Urban Edge is moderate 

($1,000 – $2,500)and based on 1.5 inch diameter trees, 

potted plants and utilizing volunteer labor.  To save 

money, you can buy smaller trees or pots.  The cost 

assumes that residents or volunteers have access basic 

safety gear and garden tools.

The Urban Edge is a low-maintenance lot design. 

Maintenance will include watering plants and newly 

planted trees, particularly during times of drought and 

excess heat.  

The installation of this lot design should not require 

professional assistance if you, with the help and support 

of friends, family or neighbors would like to construct this 

lot design. Please refer to the Step-By-Step section for 

guidance. If you do not have the required support or feel 

unable to tackle this lot design, please seek professional 

assistance. 

While people tackle projects in different ways and at 

different speeds, the Field Guide estimates installation 

time of this lot design to be one full weekend with the 

help of at least three healthy adults or youth.  The Field 

Guide assumes that the lot is ‘construction ready,’ and all 

research, equipment and materials required for lot design 

have been acquired and are ready to use.
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3  Field Guide  |  DFC-lots.com | Urban Edge  

Image Source: 1) Kenpei, “Viburnum_plicatum_var_plicatum1.jpg.” 01 May 2008 via Wikimedia CC BY 2.1; 2)Manuel, “Jardin Botanico de Madrid.” 18 September 2012 via Flickr CC BY-SA 2.0.

Urban Edge

3

S
e
c
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o
n

Informal

Paths

2

The Urban Edge can be installed on 

single or multiple lots and is suitable

for corner lots.  When built on 

multiple lots, the design creates a 

consistent urban edge along roads 

or alleyways.  A few plants can be 

removed to create a pathway into

the lot if desired.

1 - Flowering Viburnum 

2 - Lilly Turf

Sidewalk Grass Area±10’-0” Planting Area

Match Building Setback 

333333333332222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222

Large Shrub 

Mulch

Grass or Optional Groundcover

Perennial 
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9  Field Guide  |  DFC-lots.com | Urban Edge  

Urban Edge Lot Design

1
1 Groundcover 

(Lily Turf & 

Allium)

2 Shrub 

(Mapleleaf 

Viburnum)

3 Large Tree 

(Chinkapin Oak) 
5 Mulch

4 Grass or Optional 

Groundcover
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Refer to the 

Construction 

Package for more 

details - located 

on the Field 

Guide’s web site. 

Individual 

Plant 

Individual 

Tree 

0’ 4’ 8’ 16’
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10  Field Guide  |  DFC-lots.com | Urban Edge  

Image Source: 1) Manuel., “jardin Botanico de Madrid” 18 September 2012 via Flickr CC BY-SA 2.0; 2)Va.Rose, “101_0252.” 26 August 2013 via Flickr CC BY-ND 2.0 3) Leonora Enking, 

“Liriope muscari.” 20 October 2013 via Flickr CC BY-SA 2.0; 4) Clarence A. Rechenthin, “Allium_canadense.jpg.” 20 September 2012 via Wikimedia Public Domain; 5) Toedrifter, 

“Alliumunifoliumbloom.jpg.” 22 April 2009 via Wikimedia CC BY-SA-3.0; 6) Kenpei, “Viburnum_plicatum_var_plicatum1.jpg.” 01 May 2008 via Wikimedia CC BY 2.1; 7) Kim Scarborough, 

“Chinkapin_oak.jpg.” 01 July 2006 via Wikimedia CC-BY-SA-2.5.

Lily Turf1

Liriope spicata
1’ Height x 2’ Width       

Blooms June - August 

Salt Tolerant 

Quantity: 20 pots

Silver Dragon Lily Turf2

Liriope spicata ‘Silver 
Dragon’
1’ Height x 2’ Width      

Blooms June - August           

Salt Tolerant 

Quantity: 19 pots

Big Blue Lily Turf3

Liriope muscari ‘Big Blue’
1’ Height x 2’ Width  

Blooms June - August     

Salt Tolerant 

Quantity: 19 pots

Tapertip Allium4

Allium canadensis+

3’ Height x 3’ Width 

Blooms in May

Salt Tolerant 

Quantity: 100 bulbs

Oneleaf Allium5

Allium unifolium+

Blooms May                   

Salt Tolerant            

Quantity: 100 bulbs

Mapleleaf viburnum6

Viburnum acerifolium+

10’ Height x 10’ Width 

Blooms April - August 

Salt tolerant 

Prune after Blooming                        

Quantity: 2 pots

Chinkapin Oak7

Quercas palustris+

60 ’ Height x 40’ Width           

Quantity: 1 pot or B & B

2

1

3

Planting: Full Sun to Part Sun

Lily Turf, Silver Dragon Lily 
Turf, Big Blue Lily Turf, Tapertip 
Allium & Oneleaf Allium  
(Space approximately two feet 

apart and mix evenly.)

Mapleleaf Viburnum  
(Space five feet from property 

line and approximately 20 feet 

apart.)

Chinkapin Oak 3

 

1

2

Pots: Plants can be purchased 

in one to five gallon pots.  The 

size of pots can change based 

on availability.

1.5 inch diameter trees are 

available at commercial 

landscape supply stores in pots 

or balled and burlapped (B & B).
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 PAYING FOR  
 PRESERVATION

J.

Fundraising

Fundraising events are an excellent way to bring people in and get them 
involved. They also give the community a sense of being involved, as well as 
raising money for projects.

Some Ideas
• Photography tours of historic buildings and neighborhoods
• “Behind-the-scenes” museum tours
• Urban exploration (“urbex”) & “Hard-Hat Tours” of abandoned buildings

Examples
• Ellis Island Hard-Hat Tours and Artist Installations 
 o This tour takes visitors to areas not accessible by the public, and  
  includes an art installation featuring life-size  photographs of Ellis  
  Island immigrants. This experience gives visitors a first-hand look at  
  a piece of American History.
 o https://www.nps.gov/elis/planyourvisit/guidedtours.htm 
• German Village (Columbus, Ohio) Photography Tours
 o Picturesque German Village in Columbus, Ohio has rebranded their  
  Instead of historical walking tour offerings as photography tours. 
  This offering pulls in a larger range of people, who still receive all  
  the same information. 
• Motor City Photography Workshops
 o This group offers tours through abandoned and historic structures  
  in Detroit, Michigan. This targets both urban explorers (“urbex-ers”),  
  professional photographers, as well as graphic artists and designers. 
 o http://motorcityphotoworkshops.com/detroit-urbex-tours/ 
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 NATIONAL REGISTER 
 NOMINATIONS

K.

National Register Nomination Forms

The ARCH 506 students used the UNCOVERMarion survey app to identify and 
locate landmark or high character structures in the South Washington Street 
Corridor. Of these structures, the Project Team decided to prepare National 
Register nominations for five properties, as listed below

• The Coca-Cola Bottling Co., Inc. 
  Located at 1621 S. Washington Street

• Marion Firestone Auto Supply and Service Store
  Located at 625 S. Washington Street

• Former St. Paul Catholic Church Rectory

• Fire Station No. 3

• First Friends Church
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NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

1

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register 
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only 
categories and subcategories from the instructions.  

1. Name of Property
Historic name: The Coca-Cola Bottling Co. Inc.
Other names/site number: ______________________________________
Name of related multiple property listing:
N/A
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing

____________________________________________________________________________
2. Location 
Street & number: 1621 S Washington Street
City or town: Marion State: IN County: Grant
Not For Publication: Vicinity: 

____________________________________________________________________________
3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 
I hereby certify that this nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property  ___  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following 
level(s) of significance:     
___national                  ___statewide ___local 

Applicable National Register Criteria:
___A ___B ___C ___D

Signature of certifying official/Title: Date
______________________________________________
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property  meets does not meet the National Register criteria.  

Signature of commenting official: Date

Title : State or Federal agency/bureau
or Tribal Government 
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The Coca-Cola Bottling Co. Inc. Grant County, Indiana
Name of Property County and State

Sections 1-6 page 2

______________________________________________________________________________
4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register
determined eligible for the National Register
determined not eligible for the National Register
removed from the National Register
other (explain:)  _____________________

______________________________________________________________________
Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

____________________________________________________________________________
5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)
Private: 

Public – Local

Public – State 

Public – Federal 

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Building(s)

District 

Site

Structure 

Object 

X

X
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National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

The Coca-Cola Bottling Co. Inc. Grant County, Indiana
Name of Property County and State

Sections 1-6 page 3

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)             

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 buildings

0 0 sites

0 0 structures

0 0 objects

1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0
____________________________________________________________________________

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)
INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION/processing plant
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)
WAREHOUSE/warehouse
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________
7. Description 

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
Modern Movement
Streamline Moderne
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: BRICK

STONE/limestone

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)
______________________________________________________________________________
Summary Paragraph

The Marion Coca-Cola Bottling Co. building a brick and limestone, Streamline 
Moderne building located at the Northeast corner of the intersection of 
Washington and 17th Streets in Marion, IN. The building was originally 
constructed as a bottling works for Coca-Cola soft drinks. The building is of 
a steel frame, clad in yellow brick with limestone trim and details. 
Recognizable details include a flat roofed, chrome belted awning above the 
ground-level sidewalk, large limestone Coca-Cola signs on both street-facing
facades, and original steel-framed windows. The building is two stories and 
contains approximately 5, 038 square feet of space. The building, though 
repurposed, has retained a very high level of architectural integrity.



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

The Coca-Cola Bottling Co. Inc. Grant County, Indiana
Name of Property County and State

Section 7 page 5

______________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Description 

The Marion Coca-Cola Bottling Co. building is a brick and limestone, 
two-story Streamline Moderne building located at the Northeast corner of the 
intersection of Washington and 17th Streets in Marion, IN. The building was 
originally constructed as a bottling works for Coca-Cola soft drinks. The 
building is of a steel frame, clad in brown brick with limestone trim and 
details. Recognizable details include a flat roofed, chrome belted awning 
above the ground-level sidewalk, large limestone Coca-Cola signs on both 
street-facing facades, and original steel-framed windows. There are seven 
overhead doors on the West faced that were used for loading and unloading 
goods. Windowsills on the second story windows extend between windows 
unifying all the second story windows. Additional bands of recessed bricks 
extended along the top of the windows and in line with mullions to connect 
these windows. The building is two stories and contains approximately 5, 038 
square feet of space. 

The front of the building faces west. This façade extends nearly half a 
block and is comprised of three bays. The right-most bay is the oldest part 
of the building. The floor of this bay has a large storefront that covers 
most of the wall area. This storefront is now boarded up. Immediately above 
the storefront is a flat awning with a chrome belt around the edge. This 
awning extends the length of the first bay and across the middle bay. 
Immediately above the awning is a large “Coca-Cola Bottling Company” sign, 
carved in a rectangular slab of limestone in the iconic Coca-Cola lettering. 
The edges of this slab line up with edges of the first story storefront, so 
it extends across most of the bay, stopping about two feet short of each 
side. The sign is about three feet tall. Several inches above the sign is the 
limestone sill of three windows, each about three feet tall. The limestone 
sill extends between the windows and around the building. The side windows
are steel-framed awning windows, and the middle is covered in original glass 
blocks. Each awning window has two evenly spaced, horizontal mullions, and 
the courses of brick that coincide with these mullions, are recessed around 
the entire building to create continuous lines- a hallmark of architecture 
from this period. Above these windows is about three feet of brick before the 
wall terminates with a limestone parapet that is approximately a foot tall. 
The middle bay is approximately the same length as the right-most bay, but 
projects two feet closer to the curb. On the right side of this bay is a 
single aluminum door with sidelites and a transom. In the middle is a short 
ribbon window with aluminum frame, and there is a wooden garage door on the 
left.  The flat awning and its chrome belt extend from the first bay across 
the length of the middle bay. The second-story of the middle bay is flat 
brick up to the limestone windowsill, where this bay is identical to the 
right-most bay. The left-most bay is the newest addition to the building is 
the most non-descript. The wall is flat brick with the same limestone parapet 
as the rest of the building, set back about one foot from the middle bay. 
This portion of the building stands about two feet shorter than the rest of 
the building. In the middle of the wall is one garage door made of red metal. 
The door is single-width and extends up about a story and a half (15 feet).

The north façade of the building has no apertures. The right-most 25 
feet of the wall is brick with a limestone parapet, but then changes to 
concrete block. This wall extends half a block to the alley.

The east façade of the building is stair-stepped in elevation. The 
north part of the building is two stories of concrete block, the middle is a 
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story and a half of brown brick, and the south part of the wall is single 
story of red brick. Above the single-story portion, are two, centered metal, 
awning windows. In the concrete block portion, there is one, centered story 
and a half, steel garage door, centered on the wall. On the middle bay is 
one, single-width wooden garage door on the right side of the bay. The red 
brick portion has no apertures.

The south façade of the building extends half a block. The west half of 
the building is a two-story height, whereas the east side is one-story. The 
west corner has a full-story storefront that is boarded up. Above that is a 
Coca-Cola carving that matches the one on the west façade. The second-story
of the building has square, metal awning windows that are spaced about three 
four feet apart. The left most and third left most have been filled in with 
glass bocks. On the right side of the two-story portion, on the first floor, 
there is a small loading dock that projects about two feet from the building. 
It stretches about a third of the length of the building. Above the loading 
dock are three single-width wooden garage doors and one boarded single 
entrance door. Over this area, the mounts of a flat awning that matched the 
front awning are visible, but the awning is missing. On the on-story portion 
of the building, there are four, single-width, drive-in garage doors. The 
first and fourth are completely boarded. The second is boarded except for a 
single entry door that has been built into the opening. The third garage door 
is still a functional wooden garage door. 
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_________________________________________________________________
8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register
listing.)

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

B. Removed from its original location 

C. A birthplace or grave

D. A cemetery

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure

F. A commemorative property

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years

X
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Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)
ARCHITECTURE
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

Period of Significance
October 1938- February 1989
___________________
___________________

Significant Dates
20 October 1938
1954
1969

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
___________________
___________________
___________________

Cultural Affiliation
___________________
___________________
___________________

Architect/Builder
unknown
___________________
___________________
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)

The Marion Coca-Cola Bottling Co. building, in addition to being an American 
cultural icon, is also one of the only examples of Moderne architecture left 
in the city. The yellow brick building with limestone decoration has sleek 
lines and detailing that make it instantly recognizable. The large, stone 
Coca-Cola logo set in the façade of the building is a permanent reminder of 
the building’s history, and a reminder of what Coca-Cola meant to Marion the 
early 20th Century.

______________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)

Grant County Indiana was formed from a section of Delaware County in 
1831, and is named for Samuel and Moses Grant who died in an Indiana battle 
in 1789. In 1825, the settler Martin Boots built the area’s first saw and 
gristmill along the Mississinewa River. When the county was established six 
years later, Boots donated land in the center of the county to become the 
county seat. It was on this land that the first Grant County courthouse was 
built, and the town of Marion was built on 32 surrounding blocks. The town 
quickly outgrew the original courthouse and it was replaced for the first 
time in 1837. A year later, the town of Marion was incorporated. In 1881, the 
town of Marion had grown so large, that again, the courthouse needed to be 
replaced, and the existing courthouse was built on the same site. While the 
economy of Grant County and the town of Marion was originally built on 
agriculture, the discovery of natural gas in 1887 largely converted the 
economy to a manufacturing one. Rich gas deposits made the manufacture of 
glass and steel products such as automobile and glass bottles are jars easy 
accessible in the area. US Glass, Eagle Glass, Indiana Truck Corporation, and 
General Motors are all examples of these industries in Marion. Although the 
natural gas deposits lasted for less than 10 years, this period set Marion on 
a path to be a manufacturing powerhouse through the 20th Century.

The story of Coca-Cola Bottling Co. in 1886 when Dr. John Pemberton, a 
pharmacist, created the classic formula for the Coca-Cola soft drink. 
Pemberton began selling the drink at his Atlanta pharmacy for five cents a 
glass. For the first two years of its existence, Coke only sold nine servings 
each day. During these two years, Dr. Pemberton sold portions to several 
investors, but the majority stake was bought by an Atlanta businessman- Asa
Candler. It was Mr. Candler who expanded Coca-Cola’s market throughout 
Atlanta, bringing it to soda fountains across the city. By 1894, Coke had 
made its way over to Mississippi, where a soda shop owner who was impressed
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by Coca-Cola’s early success, began an effort to make Coke portable. Mr. 
Joseph Whitehead installed a bottling machine in the back of his soda shop. 
Five years later, three men in Chattanooga, Tennessee bought exclusive 
bottling rights to Coca-Cola and began the first Coca-Cola worldwide bottling 
system. In subsequent decades, competitors became a real challenge for the 
rightful owners of the rights to the Coca-Cola formula and bottling licenses. 
In 1916, as a direct response to these imitations and bottling
inconsistencies, Coke adopted a standard bottle with unique contours to be 
the official packaging of the soft drink to be used in all 1,000 existing 
bottling locations. In 1955, Coca-Cola introduced three different sized 
bottles- 10 oz, 12 oz, and 26 oz family-sized bottles. The original bottle, 
which has become an icon of the franchise, was trademarked in 1977.

At the same time that Coca-Cola was beginning in Georgia, hundreds of 
miles away in Indiana, John T. Rademaker opened Grant County’s first bottling
plant. Originally, the plant at the corner of Washington and 17th Streets,
Rademaker produced soft drinks with names such as Moxie, Jersey Creme, Hires, 
Ironbrew, Sarsaparilla, and Rademaker’s Orange. In 1900, JT Rademaker applied 
for a Coke franchise for the first time. At that time, he was also a 
Budweiser distributer and sent the correspondence on Budweiser letterhead. He 
later stated that he suspected his application was denied because the 
Southern Baptists didn’t appreciate the paper on which the letter was 
written. At the turn of the century, soft drinks were a somewhat taboo drink. 
The industry was not a thriving one, as only two grocery stores in Marion 
could be persuaded to carry soft drinks. Coca-Cola helped change this 
cultural norm in Marion. In 1919, after H.J. Bernstein, another Marion 
bottler, lost his Coca-Cola license, Rademaker received it and began bottling 
Coke at his facility. The local gas boom factories that produced glass 
products in Marion made the bottles that the Coke was packaged in. In the 
year that Rademaker took over the Coca-Cola license, he sold a record 
breaking 1,000+ gallons of Coke in the Marion area. For over 50 years, the 
output increased every year excepting the years of sugar rationing during the 
Second World War. Following a fire, the original wood framed bottling works 
was replaced by the current building on the same site. The building is a 
brick structure with a steel frame and impressive Moderne detailing that was 
popular at the time. The building was expanded to meet business needs in 1954 
and 1969. In the late 1960’s and ‘70s, Rademaker Coca-Cola had expanded its 
bottling options to include diet and caffeine-free drinks, as well as Sprite, 
Fanta, Fresca, and Tab. They also serviced most of the Coke machines in their 
distribution area. By the mid 1970’s, the plant which once put out 20 cases a 
day or less, was producing over 3,000 cases each day. The Rademaker Bottling 
plant remained a family-owned establishment for its entire life, being passed 
from JT Rademaker Sr., to his sons, and down to their sons who saw it through 
its final days.

In 1989, after 91 years of continuous production, Rademaker Bottling 
Works closed their doors in the face of growing competition from larger 
bottling outfits in cities such as Anderson and Indianapolis. At the time of 
closure, the Marion facility was buying bottles from Indianapolis- a plant 
that could produce 15-20 times as many bottles a minute as Marion. The 
closure resulted in the loss of 18 jobs and a business that had been a staple 
of downtown Marion for nearly a century.
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______________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested
____ previously listed in the National Register
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register
____ designated a National Historic Landmark
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________

Primary location of additional data: 
____ State Historic Preservation Office
____ Other State agency
____ Federal agency
____ Local government
____ University
_X__ Other

Name of repository: Marion Public Library

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): 053-384-37363

______________________________________________________________________________
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less than one

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (decimal degrees)
Datum if other than WGS84:__________
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)
1. Latitude: Longitude:

2. Latitude: Longitude:

3. Latitude: Longitude:

4. Latitude: Longitude:

Or 
UTM References
Datum (indicated on USGS map):

NAD 1927 or NAD 1983

1. Zone: Easting: Northing: 

2. Zone: Easting: Northing:

3. Zone: Easting: Northing:

4. Zone: Easting : Northing:

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)
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The South half of lot 20 and lot 21 of George Sweetser’s addition to the city of Marion.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

This boundary is approximately the original city lot dimensions that the building was 
constructed on.

______________________________________________________________________________
11. Form Prepared By

name/title: Hunter Crews
organization: Ball State University College of Architecture and Planning
street & number: 2000 W University Ave
city or town Muncie state: IN zip code: 47306
e-mail________________________________
telephone:_________________________
date: 11 October 2016

___________________________________________________________________________

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 
location.

Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map.

Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)
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Photographs
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 
every photograph.

Photo Log

Name of Property:

City or Vicinity: Marion

County: Grant State: IN

Photographer: Unknown

Date Photographed:

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera:

1 of 2.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.).
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Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including 
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.



NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

1

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register 
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only 
categories and subcategories from the instructions.  

1. Name of Property
Historic name: Stephenson House
Other names/site number: St. Paul Catholic Church Rectory
Name of related multiple property listing:
N/A
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing

____________________________________________________________________________
2. Location 
Street & number: 917 S Adams Street
City or town: Marion State: IN County: Grant
Not For Publication: Vicinity: 

____________________________________________________________________________
3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 
I hereby certify that this nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property  ___  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following 
level(s) of significance:     
___national                  ___statewide           ___local 

Applicable National Register Criteria:
___A ___B ___C ___D

Signature of certifying official/Title: Date
______________________________________________
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property  meets does not meet the National Register criteria.  

Signature of commenting official: Date

Title : State or Federal agency/bureau
or Tribal Government 
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______________________________________________________________________________
4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register
determined eligible for the National Register
determined not eligible for the National Register
removed from the National Register
other (explain:)  _____________________

______________________________________________________________________
Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

____________________________________________________________________________
5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)
Private: 

Public – Local

Public – State 

Public – Federal 

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Building(s)

District 

Site

Structure 

Object 

X

X
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Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)             

Contributing Noncontributing
2 0 buildings

0 0 sites

0 0 structures

0 0 objects

2 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _________
____________________________________________________________________________

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)
DOMESTIC/single dwelling
DOMESTIC/secondary structure
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)
VACANT
VACANT
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________
7. Description 

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
Late 19th and Early 20th Century Modern Movements
Bungalow/Craftsman
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: Walls: WOOD/shingle

BRICK
Roof: ASPHALT
Foundation: BRICK

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)
______________________________________________________________________________
Summary Paragraph

The Stephenson House (or former St. Paul’s rectory), located at 917 S Adams Street in Marion 
Indiana, is an early two-story Craftsman Style house with subtle Victorian influences. The first 
floor is brick, while the second floor is covered in wood shingle siding. The house includes a 
glassed-in front porch on the right most part of the West façade, and the carriage porch on the 
South elevation. The property in enclosed in a brick and wrought iron fence. Behind the house, 
the property includes a two-story, brick carriage house. The property is in poor condition, but has 
maintained a high level of historic integrity. 
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______________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Description 

Large House
The Stephenson House (or former St. Paul’s rectory), located at 917 S Adams Street in 

Marion Indiana, is an early two-story Craftsman Style house with subtle Victorian influences. 
The first floor is brick, while the second floor is covered in original wood shingle siding. The 
brick is exposed, but the shingles are painted brown. On the west façade, he gabled bay on the 
left side of the façade is covered with half-faced timber and stucco. The timbers are brown, and 
the stucco is currently pink. The right side of the façade features a dormer, also covered in 
brown-painted shingles. The dormer has side-by-side wooden casement windows. The roof is 
covered in composite shingles. The house includes a glassed-in solarium on the right most part of 
the West façade, and the carriage porch on the South elevation. The portion of the solarium in 
front of the house has a shed roof, and with a five sided semicircular portion projecting from the 
South side. Each window contains four parts, two side-by-side rectangular sashes each topped by 
a square sash. Each lower sash contains four rectangular panes of glass, while the upper sash 
panes are in a pinwheel shape. The windowpanes are leaded together and appear to be original.

On the south façade, the solarium ends in a rounded shape, which is one story tall. To the 
east of that is a common, two story gabled end with a chimney in the middle, flanked by 
segmental arch basement windows level with the ground and original 12 over 12 wooden sash 
windows on the first level. The gable projects from the face of the building about six inches and 
has a wooden cornice under it. The gable is covered in pink stucco with half-faced timbers 
dividing the expanse into three segments on either side of the chimney. The chimney extends 
about three feet beyond the roof and is topped by decorative corbeling. To the east of this bay is 
a carriage porch, which extends about 20 feet from the face of the previous bay. It has a flat roof 
and is supported on the south end but two brick columns with a short brick wall between them. 
The top of the porch is covered in wood with a decorative wood molding around the top. At the 
north end of the porch, the house recesses about eight feet and a wooden panel door with glass in 
the top quarter, is centered on the wall. Five concrete steps lead up to this door. Above the recess 
is a second solarium with three side-by-side wooden sash windows facing south. A raised 
skylight with a pyramidal shape can be seen projecting above the roof. Further east, on the final 
bay of the building, is a two-story addition of the same materials as the rest of the house and with 
a flat roof. On the first floor, there are three side-by-side metal casement windows, centered, that 
match the ones on the front of the house. On the second floor there is one 12 over 1 wooden sash 
window centered on the wall. 

On the east façade, the south-most part of the building is the broad side of the carriage porch. 
To the north of that, is the recessed backdoor, separated from the porch by a column on the 
corner. Above the recess, an ornamental panel defines the top of the opening. Above this recess 
is the east wall of the solarium, which features two side-by-side wooden sash windows. The 
pyramidal skylight can also be seen from this side of the house. Most of the original elevation of 
the next bay has been covered by the back addition. To the south, about four feet of the original 
elevation is visible. On the first level there are two side-by-side metal casement windows pushed 
against the south wall of the addition. On the second floor, there is a small double casement 
window on the south edge of the building. Above the addition there are three overlapping gables, 
which are stuccoed and have vertical half-faced timbers. Each gable has one 6 over 6 wooden 
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sash window centered on it. The rest of the original elevation is covered by the addition which 
features three side-by-side casement windows centered on the south side of the first floor, and a 
wooden door with a glass top third panel and five concrete steps leading up to it, centered on the 
north side of the bay. Above the door is a glass block transom that extends north beyond the door 
by about three feet. On the second floor of the addition is one 12 over 1 wooden sash window 
centered above the casement windows on the first floor.

Turning the corner to the north façade, the east end features two side-by-side metal casement 
windows centered on the first floor of the addition. On the second floor, there is a 12 over 1 
wooden sash window centered on the wall. On the next bay, each floor has one 12 over 1 
wooden sash window centered, and covered by aluminum storm windows. The next and longest 
bay, is very symmetrical. On the first floor, there is a short 12 over 1 wooden sash window, 
flanked on either side by two larger 12 over 1 wooden sash windows spaced about five feet apart. 
Under each of the larger windows are small segmental arched basement windows at grade. 
Centered on the second floor is a large window with an intricate glass pattern, leaded together, 
with matching sidelites. About three feet to the east are two 12 over 1 wooden sash windows 
spaced about 5 feet apart. To the west about 10 feet is a single 12 over 1 wooden sash window. 
Centered on the roof is a dormer, covered in wooden shingles, with a 6-pane double casement 
window centered. The soffit of the roof has exposed rafter tails with a decorate profile pattern. 
To the left of that bay is the side of the one-story solarium with a single wooden centered on the 
front side. 

As you enter the house from the front door, you enter the north end of the solarium, with 
leaded windows to the right. Turning left, you enter a small foyer through a single door with 
sidelites on both sides. Passing through the second door of the foyer, are in the main hall of the 
house. Off the right side of the hall is the large formal living area and solarium. Off to the left is 
the dining room, and further back are the stairs and kitchen, in that order. Behind the stairs, the 
two rooms are connected by a butler’s pantry. The hall continues on to the back of the house 
where an addition has been made. Here there is a bathroom at the end of the hall, and a room to 
either side, which could be used as an office, or two bedrooms. Entries to the living space, dining 
room, and kitchen all have pocket doors, which are typical of the craftsman style in their design. 
On the bottom two-thirds of the doors are vertical panels, with a horizontal glass panel across the 
top. The glass panels are decorative, with small panes of glass leaded together. In the glass on the 
living room doors, there is a crest in the middle of the glass pattern that has had an “H” painted 
into it. Inside the living room doors and directly opposite the room is a fireplace, but the original 
mantle has been removed. The woodwork in all of these rooms is fairly plain and most of it has 
been painted, but it does appear to be original. 

Taking the stairs to the second floor, you rise about two-thirds of a story, reach a landing, and 
then double back into the second floor hall. On the stair landing is a large, three-panel, 
decorative window. Once inside the hall, there is a door to the immediate right that leads to a 
bedroom. Then further to the right is a kitchenette, and a bedroom door at the end. To the left, 
there is a door to a bedroom with bonus space beyond, a door to the attic stairs, and at the end of 
the hall is a bathroom. On this side, the hall turns left and accesses another bedroom, then 
solarium both to the right. Under the attic stairs, there is a small door to the laundry chute. On the 
second floor, the woodwork is grander than on the first floor, but most has been painted. The 
baseboards are taller and have a large wooden bullnose at the top. The window trim is also larger 
and has more beading. All the walls have original plaster.
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Carriage House
Behind the house, the property includes a two-story, brick carriage house. This building has 

an irregular plan, and is constructed entirely of brick, except the gables, which are of half-faced
timber and stucco. The west façade has one door on the first floor and arched windows to the left 
side, which follow the trajectory of the interior stairs. These windows feature limestone trim on 
the exterior. Above the front door is a single door with sidelites and a balconette. 

On the north façade, there is a single wooden door to the far west side on the first floor. East 
of that is a double garage door, then another single garage door against the far east corner. 
Directly above the double garage door is a large, gabled dormer that is as long as the garage door 
and covered in brown wooden shingles. The gable of this dormer is clad in pink stucco with 
brown face-faced timbers. Centered on the dormer are two side-by-side 12 over 1 wooden sash 
windows. 

On the east façade, the basic elevation is an asymmetrical gabled end, where the gable 
continues down for about an extra five feet on the north side. The first floor is clad and brick and 
the second floor is clad in pink stucco with brown half faced timber. Centered on the peak of the 
gable are two side-by-side 12 over 1 wooden sash windows. Centered on the outside bottom 
corner of these windows on the first floor are single wooden sash windows.

On the south façade, there is a single door on the far west corner of the first floor wall. About 
one foot west of the door is a brick chimney. On the second floor there is a large dormer of the 
same size and directly behind the one on the north façade. The windows and cladding of this 
dormer also match its northern twin. 

Inside the first floor of the carriage house is an open three-car garage a concrete floor, brick 
walls and a wooden ceiling. To access the second floor, one enters a staircase from the outside of 
the first floor. At the top of the stairs, you enter a hallway. To the left of the hall is the bedroom 
with two closets on the west wall. To the left is a door to the kitchen, then to the bathroom. At 
the end of the hall is a room that could serve as a second bedroom or living room. All of the 
second floor has original plaster walls, carpeted floors, and original woodwork that is painted 
white.

Fence
The property in enclosed in a brick and wrought iron fence. The front of the fence has brick 

pylons, about 4 feet tall, spaced approximately ten feet apart, with a brick wall, approximately 
three feet high, in between. The sides of the fence are all wrought iron. The back of the fence is 
also constructed of brick pylons with a solid brick wall between. The pylons are about 6 feet tall 
and the wall is about five and a half feet tall. The property is in poor condition, but has 
maintained a high level of historic integrity. 
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_________________________________________________________________
8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register
listing.)

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

B. Removed from its original location 

C. A birthplace or grave

D. A cemetery

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure

F. A commemorative property

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years

X
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Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)
ARCHITECTURE
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

Period of Significance
___________________
___________________
___________________

Significant Dates
1905
___________________
___________________

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
___________________
___________________
___________________

Cultural Affiliation
___________________
___________________
___________________

Architect/Builder
Samuel Plato
___________________
___________________
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)

The Stevenson House (or former St. Paul’s rectory) is a building of high architectural 
significance in the city of Marion. The building is believed to have been designed by Marion’s 
most famous architect- Samuel Plato. In addition, the early-Craftsman building has a high level 
of architectural character and has retained a very high level of historic integrity.

______________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)

Grant County Indiana was formed from a section of Delaware County in 1831, and is named 
for Samuel and Moses Grant who died in an Indiana battle in 1789. In 1825, the settler Martin 
Boots built the area’s first saw and gristmill along the Mississinewa River. When the county was 
established six years later, Boots donated land in the center of the county to become the county 
seat. It was on this land that the first Grant County courthouse was built, and the town of Marion 
was built on 32 surrounding blocks. The town quickly outgrew the original courthouse and it was 
replaced for the first time in 1837. A year later, the town of Marion was incorporated. In 1881, 
the town of Marion had grown so large, that again, the courthouse needed to be replaced, and the 
existing courthouse was built on the same site. While the economy of Grant County and the town 
of Marion was originally built on agriculture, the discovery of natural gas in 1887 largely 
converted the economy to a manufacturing one. Rich gas deposits made the manufacture of glass 
and steel products such as automobile and glass bottles are jars easy accessible in the area. US 
Glass, Indiana Truck Corporation, and General Motors are all examples of these industries in 
Marion. Although the natural gas deposits lasted for less than 10 years, this period set Marion on 
a path to be a manufacturing powerhouse through the 20th Century.

One early Marion businessman who profited on the town’s manufacturing power at this time 
was J.W. Stephenson. Stevenson was the president of the Indiana Truck Corporation and later 
became the president of First National Bank in Marion. The Indiana Truck Corporation was 
founded in 1910 and produced trucks for a variety of needs. While most trucks were for personal 
or business use, in the 1900’s, the company made trucks for WWI. Though the manufacturing 
was based in Marion, by 1925, the company owned 14 depots scattered throughout the eastern 
half of the United States. In the late 1910’s, Stephenson commissioned Samuel Plato, one of 
Indiana’s first African American architects, to build him a new home at 917 S Adams Street. The 
home is a grand structure with a carriage house and large yard, enclosed in a brick and iron 
fence. Unfortunately, Stephenson died young and passed ownership of the house to his daughter 
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Louise. Louise lived in the house until the mid 1960s when the house was passed to St. Paul’s 
Catholic Church. The church used the house through the mid 1970’s, when it was sold again. 
Over the years the house was used as a tavern, beauty shop, and lawyer’s office before being 
abandoned. Lydia Wiseman currently owns the house. The early-Craftsman building has a high 
level of architectural character and has retained a very high level of historic integrity. The 
exterior of the house is completely original, from the wood shingle walls to the wooden sash 
windows. The property has also retained other rare features in good historic condition including 
the carriage house and perimeter fence. Together or separately, the resources of this property 
have unique character for this region, meriting a ‘Notable” designation in the Grant County 
Interim Report.
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______________________________________________________________________________
9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)     

Taposh, Rudra. “Indiana Truck Corporation.” Wiki Marion. Last modified 11 May 2009. 
Accessed 7 December 2016.  http://wikimarion.org/Indiana_Truck_Corporation

Grant County Interim Report. Indianapolis, Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana, 
1993. 

___________________________________________________________________________

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested
____ previously listed in the National Register
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register
____ designated a National Historic Landmark
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________

Primary location of additional data: 
____ State Historic Preservation Office
____ Other State agency
____ Federal agency
____ Local government
____ University
_X__ Other

Name of repository: Marion Public Library

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): 053-384-37291

______________________________________________________________________________
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property: Less than one
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Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (decimal degrees)
Datum if other than WGS84:__________
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)
1. Latitude: Longitude:

2. Latitude: Longitude:

3. Latitude: Longitude:

4. Latitude: Longitude:

Or 
UTM References
Datum (indicated on USGS map):

NAD 1927 or NAD 1983

1. Zone: Easting: Northing: 

2. Zone: Easting: Northing:

3. Zone: Easting: Northing:

4. Zone: Easting : Northing:

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

Parcel Number: 27-07-06-404-136.000-002
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Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)
This boundary is approximately the original city lot dimensions that the building was 
constructed on.

______________________________________________________________________________
11. Form Prepared By

name/title: Hunter Crews
organization: Ball State University College of Architecture and Planning
street & number: 2000 W University Ave 
city or town: Muncie state: IN zip code: 47306
e-mail________________________________
telephone:_________________________
date: 12 October 2016

___________________________________________________________________________

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 
location.

Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map.

Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)
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Photographs
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 
every photograph.

Photo Log

Name of Property:Stephenson House

City or Vicinity: Marion

County: IN State: Indiana

Photographer: Hunter Crews

Date Photographed: 2 November 2016

Photo 0001 of  0021 is an exterior shot showing South and West elevations of main house. 
Camera facing Northeast.

Photo 0002 of  0021 is an exterior shot showing North and East elevations of main house. 
Camera facing Southwest.

Photo 0003 of  0021 is an exterior shot showing south and east elevations of main house. 
Camera facing northwest

Photo 0004 of  0021 is an exterior shot showing south end of windowed porch on main 
house. Camera facing north.

Photo 0005 of  0021 is an interior shot showing inside of front door and side lite of main 
house. Camera facing northwest.
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Photo 0006 of  0021 is an interior shot showing foyer and entry hall. Camera facing East

Photo 0007 of  0021 is an interior shot showing entrance to living room from entry hall. 
Camera facing south.

Photo 0008 of  0021 is an interior shot showing window wall on front of house from indie 
living room. Camera facing West.

Photo 0009 of  0021 is an interior shot showing south end of window wall in living room. 
Camera facing south.

Photo 0010 of  0021 is an interior shot of the north wall of butler’s pantry and built-in 
cabinets. Camera facing northwest.

Photo 0011 of  0021 is an interior shot showing south wall of butler’s pantry and built-in 
cabinets. Camera facing southwest.

Photo 0012 of  0021 is an interior shot showing grand staircase. Camera facing northeast.

Photo 0013 of  0021 is an interior shot showing window on staircase landing. Camera facing 
north.

Photo 0014 of  0021 is an interior shot showing second floor hall, stairs, and window on 
landing. Camera facing north.
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Photo 0015 of  0021 is an interior shot showing second floor bedroom with typical trim and 
window.

Photo 0016 of  0021 is an interior shot showing skylight above solarium. Camera facing up.

Photo 0017 of  0021 is an exterior shot showing north and west elevations of carriage house. 
Camera facing southeast.

Photo 0018 of  0021 is an interior shot of carriage house showing staircase to second floor 
living quarters. Camera facing south.

Photo 0019 of  0021 is an interior shot showing door and side lites to balcony at top of stairs 
on carriage house. Camera facing west.

Photo 0020 of  0021 is an interior shot showing second floor bedroom of carriage house. 
Camera facing west.

Photo 0021 of  0021 is an interior shot showing living room or second bedroom of carriage 
house with slanted ceilings in top corners. Camera facing east.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including 
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register 
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only 
categories and subcategories from the instructions.  

1. Name of Property
Historic name: Marion Firestone Auto Supply and Service Store
Other names/site number:
Name of related multiple property listing:
N/A
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing

____________________________________________________________________________
2. Location 
Street & number: 625 S Washington Street
City or town: Marion State: IN County: Grant
Not For Publication: Vicinity: 

____________________________________________________________________________
3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 
I hereby certify that this nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property  ___  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following 
level(s) of significance:     
___national                  ___statewide           ___local 

Applicable National Register Criteria:
___A ___B ___C ___D

Signature of certifying official/Title: Date
______________________________________________
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property  meets does not meet the National Register criteria.  

Signature of commenting official: Date

Title : State or Federal agency/bureau
or Tribal Government 
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______________________________________________________________________________
4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register
determined eligible for the National Register
determined not eligible for the National Register
removed from the National Register
other (explain:)  _____________________

______________________________________________________________________
Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

____________________________________________________________________________
5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)
Private: 

Public – Local

Public – State 

Public – Federal 

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Building(s)

District 

Site

Structure 

Object 

X

X
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Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)             

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 buildings

0 0 sites

0 0 structures

0 0 objects

1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register N/A
____________________________________________________________________________

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

COMMERCE/TRADE/specialty store
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

VACANT/NOT IN USE
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________
7. Description 

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Modern Movement
Art Deco
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: GLASS

METAL/aluminum, steel

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)
______________________________________________________________________________
Summary Paragraph

The Marion Firestone Supply and Service Station is one of very few Art Deco buildings in 
Marion, IN. The building has a steel frame and is covered in large windows and enameled metal 
panels. The building has a flat roof and an awning that covers the front lot. It is located at the 
northeast corner of the intersection of Washington and 7th Streets on the edge of the downtown 
area and occupies a full quarter of a block. Though some alterations have been made, this 
building has maintained a high level of historic integrity. 
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Narrative Description 

The Marion Firestone Supply and Service Station is a single-story, Art 
Deco building with a glass and enamel panel envelope. The building covers a 
quarter of a city block. Roughly the back two-thirds of the building are 
enclosed, and Washington Street frontage is all a covered, open-air shelter.

The west façade is open. The shelter has a parapet that is about three 
feet tall and wrapped in enameled panels painted gray, with blue and red 
stripes around the bottom. The corners of the awning are rounded. There are 
three columns that support the awning- one is on the far north corner and two 
are on the south side, about halfway back. A concrete pad that that once held 
gas pumps connects the two columns on the southern side. All of these columns 
are painted gray. The top of the awning has an exposed steel structure, and 
original lamps with metal shades, all painted gray. The ground under the 
awning is asphalt. On the back wall of the awning, there was once a 
storefront window system that covered the entire wall except the top three 
feet, which is covered in enamel panels. The windows are currently boarded 
up.

The south façade can be divided into three segments. The left most is 
the side on the awning and is open. The middle third was once floor-to-
ceiling windows, but they have all been boarded. The right-most third was 
once covered in glassed-in garage doors, but is also boarded now. The top of 
the building has a three-foot enamel paneled parapet as well. All visible 
mullions and enamel is painted gray, and the parapet on this side also has a 
blue and red stripe around the bottom. In front of this façade is covered in 
concrete.

The east façade appears to have been recovered in metal sheet siding 
with vertical ridges. The metal stops about three feet short of the ground, 
where the concrete block wall is exposed. The only aperture is a single steel 
door in the middle of the wall. Around the door, for about three feet on 
either side, the metal siding extends to the ground. On the north corner of 
the wall, a red brick chimney and furnace protrude out of the façade about 
six inches and are not covered in metal siding. All metal siding on this wall 
is painted gray, and the blue and red stripes from the awning on other sides 
continue across the back wall. 

On the north façade, the three feet of concrete blocks at the bottom of 
the wall continue from the back. On the east corner, the chimney and furnace 
project out of the north wall too. The rest of the wall is covered in an 
older style of vertical metal panels, which have been painted gray with the 
red and blue stripes continuing around the top.
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_________________________________________________________________
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register
listing.)

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

B. Removed from its original location 

C. A birthplace or grave

D. A cemetery

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure

F. A commemorative property

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years

X
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Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

ARCHITECTURE

ENGINEERING

TRANSPORTATION
___________________
___________________

Period of Significance

1936
___________________

Significant Dates

1936
___________________

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
___________________
___________________
___________________

Cultural Affiliation
___________________
___________________
___________________

Architect/Builder

Construction engineer: W.D. Clendenin

Builder: Bowman Construction Company
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)

The Marion Firestone Supply and Service Station was one of the only Art Deco buildings 
constructed in Marion, IN. The building was dedicated during a weeklong celebration in May of 
1936. The building was considered by the Firestone Company to be the very latest in design and 
service technology. The building was so innovative that it drew Harvey Firestone, founder of 
Firestone Tires to the dedication ceremony. While few examples of Art Deco design were built 
in Marion, Firestone is one of, if not the only remaining example. Though the building is 
currently vacant, it has retained a high level of integrity.

______________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)

Grant County Indiana was formed from a section of Delaware County in 
1831, and is named for Samuel and Moses Grant who died in an Indiana battle 
in 1789. In 1825, the settler Martin Boots built the area’s first saw and 
gristmill along the Mississinewa River. When the county was established six 
years later, Boots donated land in the center of the county to become the 
county seat. It was on this land that the first Grant County courthouse was
built, and the town of Marion was built on 32 surrounding blocks. The town 
quickly outgrew the original courthouse and it was replaced for the first 
time in 1837. A year later, the town of Marion was incorporated. In 1881, the 
town of Marion had grown so large, that again, the courthouse needed to be 
replaced, and the existing courthouse was built on the same site. While the 
economy of Grant County and the town of Marion was originally built on 
agriculture, the discovery of natural gas in 1887 largely converted the 
economy to a manufacturing one. Although the natural gas deposits lasted for 
less than 10 years, this period set Marion on a path to be a manufacturing 
powerhouse through the 20th Century.

The Firestone Tire and Rubber Company was officially founded in 1900, 
when Harvey Firestone began producing rubber tires for automobiles. Firestone 
spent his early life selling wooden and steel wheels for carriages, but felt 
that rubber would provide a smoother, more comfortable ride. His first sale 
came around 1895, when Mr. Firestone met a young engineer from Detroit- Henry
Ford- who was developing his first automobile. This sale was only four rubber 
carriage tires, but it was an important event in the development of both 
men’s futures. Believing that automobiles were the future of travel, 
Firestone set up his company in Akron, OH, which was considered the rubber 
capital of the world. He started producing his own tires in 1903, and in 1906 
sold 2,000 sets of detachable tires to Henry Ford. When Ford began his first 
assembly line in 1908, Firestone was sole provider of tires, and by 1910, 
Firestone’s profits had surpassed $1M for the first time. 
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By 1936, Firestone was a major leader in the rubber industry and could 
afford to create modern facilities with cutting edge equipment. One such 
facility was built at the corner of Washington and 7th Streets in Marion, IN. 
The building was one of the first modern convenience stores in Marion and one 
of the first Art Deco buildings in the area. The building was so impressive
at the time that it drew the founder of the company Harvey Firestone, the 
chairman John W. Thomas, and the Indianapolis district C.C. Prather to the 
dedication. The Marion Leader-Tribune ran a paper that was filled with 
articles about the building, site, promotional events, and special visitors. 

According to the Leader-Tribune, the building cost $50,000. The glass 
exterior was comprised over 1,000 panes of glass, and the building was 
painted modern aluminum, orange, and blue colors. Favors were handed out to 
attendees at the dedication ceremonies and included key chains, flowers, and 
balloons. The manager of the new store was a local hire named George Spraling 
who held a degree from Purdue University. The store carried a full line of 
automotive accessories, parts, and supplies. 
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______________________________________________________________________________
9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)     

Grant County Interim Report. Indianapolis, Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana, 
1993. 

History. “Tire King Firestone Dies.” This Day In History. Accessed 27 November 2016.

“New Firestone Station Opens Here Today.” Marion Leader-Tribune, 27 May 1936.
___________________________________________________________________________

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested
____ previously listed in the National Register
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register
____ designated a National Historic Landmark
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________

Primary location of additional data: 
____ State Historic Preservation Office
____ Other State agency
____ Federal agency
____ Local government
____ University
_X__ Other

Name of repository: Marion Public Library

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ________________

______________________________________________________________________________
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property: Less than one
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Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (decimal degrees)
Datum if other than WGS84:__________
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)
1. Latitude: -85.659432 Longitude: 40.555405

2. Latitude: Longitude:

3. Latitude: Longitude:

4. Latitude: Longitude:

Or 
UTM References
Datum (indicated on USGS map):

NAD 1927 or NAD 1983

1. Zone: Easting: Northing: 

2. Zone: Easting: Northing:

3. Zone: Easting: Northing:

4. Zone: Easting : Northing:

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

Lots 8 and 9 of Turner’s addition to the city of Marion.
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Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)
This boundary is approximately the original city lot dimensions that the building was 
constructed on.

______________________________________________________________________________
11. Form Prepared By

name/title: Hunter Crews
organization: Ball State University College of Architecture and Planning
street & number: 2000 W University Ave
city or town: Muncie state: IN zip code: 47306
e-mail:
telephone:
date: 3 October 2016

___________________________________________________________________________

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 
location.

Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map.

Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)
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Photographs
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 
every photograph.

Photo Log

Name of Property: The Coca-Cola Bottling Co. Inc.

City or Vicinity: Marion

County: Grant State: IN

Photographer: Unknown

Date Photographed: Circa 1950

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: Early black and white photograph looking East at the West façade.

1 of 2

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including 
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register 
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only 
categories and subcategories from the instructions.  

1. Name of Property
Historic name: First Friends Church
Other names/site number: ______________________________________
Name of related multiple property listing:
___________________________________________________________
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing

____________________________________________________________________________
2. Location 
Street & number: 1501 S. Adams Street
City or town: Marion State: Indiana County: Grant
Not For Publication: Vicinity: 

____________________________________________________________________________
3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 
I hereby certify that this nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property  ___  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following 
level(s) of significance:    
___national                  ___statewide           ___local 

Applicable National Register Criteria:
___A ___B ___C ___D

Signature of certifying official/Title: Date
______________________________________________
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property  meets does not meet the National Register criteria.  

Signature of commenting official: Date

Title : State or Federal agency/bureau
or Tribal Government 
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______________________________________________________________________________
4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register
determined eligible for the National Register
determined not eligible for the National Register
removed from the National Register
other (explain:)  _____________________

______________________________________________________________________
Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

____________________________________________________________________________
5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)
Private: 

Public – Local

Public – State 

Public – Federal 

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Building(s)

District 

Site

Structure 

Object 

X

X
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Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)             

Contributing Noncontributing
____1________ ______0______ buildings

_____0_______ _______0_____ sites

_____0_______ _______0_____ structures

______0______ _______0_____ objects

_______1_____ _______0______ Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _____0___
____________________________________________________________________________

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

RELIGION: religious facility
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

VACANT/ NOT IN USE
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________
7. Description 

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE 19th and 20th CENTURY REVIVALS: Late Gothic Revival 
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property:

Foundation STONE: Limestone
Walls BRICK
Roof ASPHALT 

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)
______________________________________________________________________________
Summary Paragraph

The First Friends Church is located on South Adams Street and East 15th Street and is located on 
a double lot. The building can be divided into three sections. The original brick building was 
built in 1884 in the gothic revival style. The church was added onto in 1914 with the commission 
of local architect/builder Samuel Plato. The original structure is essentially surrounded by the 
1914 remodel; however, the gables of the original structure can still be seen. A rectangular brick 
addition was added to the northeast corner of the building in a mid-century modern style. A 
limestone inscription is located over the South Adams Street entrance that reads “First Friends 
Church” and the date 1914. Most of the integrity of the building remains.
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______________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Description 

First Friends Church is in Marion, Indiana. Marion is the county seat of Grant County. Grant 
County has a population of approximately 70,000 and covers 415 square miles. Marion has a 
population of approximately 30,000 and covers 16 square miles. 12 Marion is mid-sized city 
approximately 65 miles’ northeast of Indianapolis. 

The façade of the building is oriented toward South Adams Street. The streets are paved with 
asphalt and are designed in a typical linear grid pattern. Concrete sidewalks lead up to the 
entrances to the building. A paved alleyway runs behind the building and leads to a parking area 
behind the church. 

The First Friends Church was originally built in 1884. The structure was constructed of brick in 
the gothic revival style. The outline of the original building is still visible in the gables. In 1914 
the structure underwent a major remodel. The 1914 remodel built around the original structure 
and added two castellated towers. Two main entrances are in the towers, one fronting South 
Adams Street and one fronting East 15th Street. The building has a cut limestone foundation and 
brick exterior. The windows have limestone sills, lintels, and quoins on either side   A 1960 
addition was constructed on the northeast corner and is constructed of brick. 

Front (West) Elevation- Photo # 4

This brick Gothic Revival structure, built in 1914, has a cross-gabled asphalt shingle roof, cut 
limestone foundation, and a rough L-shaped footprint. This structure is divided into six bays with 
bay one through six running from south to north.

Bay one has a basement level contemporary aluminum frame sliding window. An original wood 
frame one-over-one double-hung stained glass window with limestone sill, lintel, and quoins on 
either side are located on both the first and second story. This bay has a flat roof. 

1US Census Website, http://www.census.gov/quickfacts/table/PST045215/1846908,12083,00 
2US Census Website, http://www.census.gov/quickfacts/table/PST045215/00  
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Bay two has a gabled roof and protrudes out from bay one and three. The cut limestone 
foundation has two windows and one door running south to north. The south window has a 
contemporary aluminum sliding window. The middle window has a contemporary aluminum 
frame window with fixed light flanked on each side by a sliding window. The door is located on 
the north side of the bay and is a contemporary metal frame glazed door flanked to the south by
an eight-glass block window sidelight. The first-story has three gothic style windows. The 
middle window is larger with original wood frame, limestone sill, lintel and quoins on either 
side. The window is divided into three sections. The middle section has a rounded arch shaped 
light on bottom, a pointed arch shaped light in the middle, and two vertical lights extending to 
the top. The outside sections have a pointed arch shaped light on bottom and two vertical lights 
extending to the top. A smaller pointed arch gothic window with limestone sill, lintel, and quoins 
is located on either side of the middle window and are identical to each other. The window is 
divided into two sections; each section has a pointed arch light on bottom half and two lights 
above extending to top of the arch. A vent is in the gable with limestone sill, lintel, and quoins. 
This bay has protruding columns on each end with a slanting limestone cap.

Bay three has five concrete steps leading to the side entrance that is located between the wall of 
bay two and a brick porch half wall capped with a limestone topper. This door is located at the 
stoop and is a pointed gothic arch with limestone sill, lintel, and quoins on either side. The door 
has a contemporary aluminum frame with bilateral contemporary aluminum framed sidelights. 
An original wood frame fanlight transom is located above the front door. The limestone 
inscription is located above the front door and below the gothic window that reads “First Friends 
Church” in a semi-circle and “1914” underneath that (Photo # 2). The original wood frame 
pointed gothic window has a limestone sill, lintel, and quoins on either side. The window is 
divided into two sections; each section has a pointed arch light on bottom half and two lights 
above extending to top of the arch. A gothic arch window with louvers is located between the 
roof and window and has a limestone sill, lentil, and quoins on either side. The louvers are 
divided into two sections with gothic arch on bottom half two sections above that arch. The roof 
is castellated with three sections. 

Bay four has a cut limestone foundation with side-gabled contemporary asphalt shingle roof. The 
pointed arch gothic window takes up much of this bay and has a limestone sill, lintel, and quoins 
on either side. This window is currently boarded with plywood. A drain pipe from the 
contemporary aluminum gutter system runs along the corner of bays three and four. 

Bay five is a castellated tower with a pointed arch gothic window with a limestone sill, lintel, 
and quoins on either side on the first story. This window is totally obscured by a large shrub, and 
is fenced off. A pointed arch gothic window with original wood frame, a limestone sill, lintel, 
and quoins on either side is located above the first-story window.  This window is divided into 
two identical sections with a pointed arch light on the bottom half and two vertical lights divided 
by a muntin extending to top of the keystone. A third window is located between the second 
window and the parapet. This pointed arch gothic window is wood louvered with an original 
wood frame and has a limestone sill, lintel, and quoins on either side. The window is divided into 
two section identical to the window below. This window has a full limestone belt course that 
extends from the sill. A pair of limestone belt courses extend the full width of this bay and is 
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located between the louvered window and the roof. The castellated roof has a wide central 
parapet and a narrow parapet on each end. A protruding brick column with a slanted limestone 
cap is located on each end of this bay. 

Bay six is the west side of the 1960 addition and has a brick foundation and exterior. The 
recessed entrance is in the south side of the bay. The original aluminum frame with original 
glazed door is flanked by a sidelight to the south. An original aluminum frame fixed window is 
above the door. Two windows are located between the door and the original building. The 
middle window has an original aluminum frame and is divided into three lights. The south 
window has an original aluminum frame and is divided into two lights. 

Side (North) Elevation-Photo # 4,5

The north elevation is divided into five bays. Bays one through five run west to east. 

Bay one is the north side of bay two on the front elevation and has a cut limestone foundation. 
This bay has a brick wall and a contemporary aluminum gutter system with a white drainpipe 
running along the wall. A thick protruding brick column with a slanted limestone cap forms the 
west boarder of bay one followed by a thin column with identical features. 

Bay two is the north wall of bay three on the front elevation. This section has a cut limestone 
foundation and forms a castellated towner wide center parapet and two corner parapets. The 
three evenly spaced windows extend the length of the tower. The bottom window has an original 
wood frame with a limestone sill, lintel, and quoins on either side and is divided into two 
identical sections with a pointed arch light on the bottom half and two vertical lights divided by a 
muntin extending to top of the keystone. The middle window is identical to the bottom window. 
The top window is located between the middle window and the parapet. This pointed arch gothic 
window is wood louvered with an original wood frame and has a limestone sill, lintel, and quoins 
on either side. The window is divided into two section identical to the windows below. A pair of 
course belts are located on the sill and middle of the top window. This bay is marked by a 
protruding brick column with slanted limestone cap on either side. 

Bay three forms a castellated tower and contains the main entrance. Five poured concrete steps 
between a pair of limestone porch half walls and wrought iron handrails lead up to the concrete 
stoop. The front entrance is a pointed gothic arch with a limestone sill, lintel, and quoins on 
either side. The front door has an original wood frame with double glazed wood panel doors. A 
small gothic style window is on each door. An original wood frame stained glass transom 
window is located above the front door and extends to the tip of the arch. A pointed arch stained 
glass gothic window with original wood frame, a limestone sill, lintel, and quoins on either side 
is located above the main entrance. This window is divided into two identical sections with a 
pointed arch light on the bottom half and two vertical lights divided by a muntin extending to top 
of the keystone. A third window is located between the second window and the parapet. This 
pointed arch gothic window is wood louvered with an original wood frame and has a limestone 
sill, lintel, and quoins on either side. The window is divided into two section identical to the 
window below. This window has a full limestone belt course that extends from the sill. A pair of 
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limestone belt courses extend the full width of this bay and is located between the louvered 
window and the roof. The castellated roof has a wide central parapet and a corner parapet on 
either side. A protruding brick column with a slanted limestone cap is located on each end of this 
bay. 

Bay four has a cut limestone foundation and a brick exterior. A large pointed gothic arch 
window has original wood frame with limestone sill and lintel. The window is divided into five 
sections. The center section has a pointed arch shaped light on bottom, pointed arch shaped 
frame divided into two vertical lights in the middle, and two vertical lights that extend to the top 
of the arch. The two outside sections have a pointed arch gothic shaped light and two vertical 
lights extending to the top. The two center sections have a rounded arch light on the bottom, a 
middle section with a pointed gothic arch shaped light, and two vertical lights that extend to the 
top. An original wood louvered vent with a limestone sill, lintel, and quoins on either side is in 
the center of the gable. 

Bay five constitutes the north wall of the 1960 addition and has a brick foundation, brick 
exterior, and a flat roof. The contemporary aluminum gutter system has a downspout on the west 
end of the bay. Four evenly spaced original aluminum framed three light awning windows are 
located on the basement level. The second story windows are identical in appearance and spacing 
to the lower level windows. A window width limestone panel extends from the ground, between 
the lower and upper level windows to the roof.

Rear (East) Elevation- Photo # 6,7

This elevation is divided into three bays with bay one through three runs from north to south. 

Bay one constitutes the east side wall of the 1960 addition and has a brick foundation, brick 
exterior, and a flat roof. The contemporary aluminum gutter system has a downspout on the 
north end of the bay. Four evenly spaced windows that are boarded located on the basement 
level. Four evenly spaced original aluminum framed three light awning windows are located on 
the second story. A window width limestone panel extends from the ground, between the lower 
and upper level windows to the roof.

Bay two protrudes from the main building and has a cut limestone foundation, a brick exterior, 
and a flat roof. A contemporary aluminum framed sliding window with limestone sill is located 
off center to the south. The configuration of the brick around this window appears to have had a 
rounded arch that has been bricked in. A notch in the middle of the parapet is connected to a 
section of contemporary aluminum guttering that allows for drainage of the flat roof and a 
downspout is angled to the main downspout. The gable from the main structure is set back and is 
located on the south end of the bay. The brick chimney flanks the gable to the north. 

Bay three has a cut limestone foundation and a flat roof. Two evenly spaced original wood 
stained glass one-over-one double hung windows with limestone still and lintel is located on the 
first floor. A window is located on the second story over the south window in the same 
configuration at the windows below but are slightly shorter. A protruding front-gabled one-story 
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entrance with brick exterior is located on the south end of the bay. The asphalt shingle roof 
overhangs the front. The wood frame contemporary wood panel door has wood panel and wood 
facia over the entrance. 

Side (North) Elevation-Photo # 1

The north elevation is divided into four bays that run east to west. 

Bay one is the north wall of the 1960 addition and is has a concrete block foundation, exterior 
wall, and a flat roof. A set of six metal steps lead up to a landing for the side entrance is located 
on the west side of this addition. The railing on the stairs have four posts and a single rail on the 
west rail and three on the east. The entrance has a contemporary metal frame and a solid metal 
door. The contemporary aluminum gutter system has a downspout running down the east end of 
the bay. 

Bay two has a cut limestone foundation, a brick wall exterior, and a flat roof. The set of nine 
concrete steps are oriented to the east and lead to a landing for the side entrance to the 1914 
section of the building. A metal handrail with three posts are located on the south side of the 
steps and continues in a ninety-degree bend around the landing. An original wood frame wood 
panel door is boarded over. A transom window is located above the door and has an original 
wood frame. The contemporary aluminum awning if situated over the door. The aluminum gutter 
leads to a downspout running down the east end of the bay. 

Bay three is a protruding entrance to bay three with a front-gabled entrance, a cut limestone 
foundation, and a brick exterior. A fixed original wood frame window is located on the side. 

Bay four has a cut limestone foundation, brick wall exterior, and a flat roof. Two basement level 
windows are located on the west end of the bay. The contemporary aluminum frame has a fixed 
window in the center with a sliding window on either side. A contemporary aluminum frame 
sliding window is located on the far west corner of the bay. The original wood door frame with 
original glazed wood panel door is located off center to the east. An original wood from transom 
window is located above the door. A paired original one-over-one double-hung stained glass 
window with limestone sill, lintel and quoins on either side is located between the door and the 
east end of the bay. A paired original one-over-one double-hung stained glass window with 
limestone sill, lintel and quoins on either side is located on the west end of the bay. Two evenly 
spaced paired original one-over-one double-hung stained glass window with limestone sill, lintel 
and quoins on either side are located between the west window and the door. The second story is 
configurated identically to the first story, minus the door. Aluminum downspouts are located on 
each end of this bay. The gable from the 1884 building is set back off this bay and has five 
contemporary wooden louvered vents. A paired vent is located on top followed by two centered 
vents underneath. The third pair of vents is off center to the east.
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_________________________________________________________________
8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register
listing.)
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A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

B. Removed from its original location 

C. A birthplace or grave

D. A cemetery

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure

F. A commemorative property

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)
Architecture_________
Religion____________

X

X
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___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

Period of Significance
1884-1980__________
___________________
___________________

Significant Dates
1884_______________
1914_______________
___________________

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
___________________
___________________
___________________

Cultural Affiliation
___________________
___________________
___________________

Architect/Builder

Samuel M. Plato______

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)

The First Friends Church is eligible for admission to the National Register of Historic Places 
under Criterion C for architecture and religion. This building has two dates of significance. The 
original building was built in 1884 in a gothic revival style. As the congregation grew, the church 
needed to be expanded in 1914 in which they essentially built around the 1884 structure. Plans 
were drawn by Samuel M. Plato, one of the earliest practicing African-American architects in 
Indiana. The architecture of the First Friends Church is an example of the evolution of the 
Quaker faith.
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______________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)

The Quaker faith has its roots in the protestant reformations in Europe and is a direct descendant 
of Puritanism. The Puritan movement was in response to the rejection of influence of the 
Catholic church and instead focus on the teachings of the Old Testament.3 They did not believe 
that salvation came from religious services per se, but instead came as a gift directly from God 
for piety and that the holy spirt would show the way. Puritans also rejected ornamentation, as 
they felt this was a distraction from God.4

Quakerism became a prominent religious faith in England in 1650 lead by George Fox. The 
Quaker faith has three distinct covenants; sacredness of the New Testament, balance between 
inward and outward faith, and silence of the flesh.5 The belief in the New Testament was the 
basis for their belief in no formal clergy. They believed everyone was equal and that faith was 
focused more on the individual.6 The second covenant was the belief that your experience with 
God was internal and personal. A priest was not necessary, as the Holy Ghost would show you 
the way for salvation. The third covenant, silence, allowed you to communicate with the God. 
During services, the congregation is silent until God moves someone to speak.7

As many came over from England to the “New World,” their religious practices came with them.
Many Quakers initially settled in what is now Pennsylvania and then extending down the east 
coast into Virginia and the Carolinas. Quaker migration came to Indiana in the 1820s and 1830s. 

3 Seth Beeson Hinshaw, The Evolution of Quaker Meeting Houses in North America 1670-2000. (Master’s thesis, 
University of Pennsylvania, 2001), 3. 
4 Ibid., 4-5. 
5 Ibid., 7-8. 
6 Ibid., 8. 
7 Ibid., 9. 
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The Midwest was still frontier and had land available that was fertile. Virginia and the Carolinas 
were slave states, and as Quakers were anti-slavery, many migrated for that reason.8

The Marion Quakers came here around 1827. They build a log meetinghouse and was organized 
as the Mississinewa Monthly Meeting of Friends. The congregation grew and as the area grew, 
many of these members moved closer to Marion. A congregation began forming in Marion, with 
a small log meetinghouse being constructed on the site of the current First Friends Church. By 
the early 1880s, the congregations were growing so quickly, that the two meetings combined and 
built a new one-story brick building in a Gothic Revival style. They formally became the Marion 
Monthly Meeting in 1870.9

As the “Gas Boom” at the turn of the century caused accelerated growth, this too caused the 
congregation to grow. In 1914, they commissioned Samuel M. Plato to design a major remodel 
to their church. This involved surrounding the original structure, adding two additions and 
castellated towers. The design continued with the original Gothic Revival style.10 The church 
continued with many years of service. In 1960, an education annex was added to the northeast 
corner of the building.11 By 1979, the congregation outgrew the church and a new building was 
necessary. On December 15, 1979, the church purchased seven acres on North Wabash Avenue 
with ground breaking on September 9th. The last service held occurred on September 21, 1980 
with the service originating at the old building and ended with a processional and ending the 
service at their new Wabash Avenue building.12

Samuel Plato

Samuel M. Plato was an African-American architect and builder that practiced in Marion from 
1902 until 1921 when he moved back to Louisville, Kentucky. Born in 1882 in Waugh, 
Alabama, he has early roots to architecture. His father, James Plato, was apprenticed to carpenter 
Samuel Carter. Carter was one of the last slave artisans. The apprentice and master had such a 
strong bond that on Carter’s death, he left his tools to James. In turn, James named Samuel for 
his teacher. After Samuel finished his public education, he gained admission to State University 
of Louisville, Kentucky. He started his academics studying law, but began taking architectural 
courses at the International Correspondence School of Scranton, Pennsylvania. He eventually 
quit studying law and focused on his architectural studies.13 He eventually moved to Marion, 
Indiana, where he had trouble gaining work as an architect. He began working on small projects 
as a sub-contractor. His work was impressive and this opened to door to bigger commissions and 

8 Edward Channing, A History of the United States Volume V: The Period of Transition 1815-1848 (New York: The 
Macmillian Company, 1921), 61. 
9 “Heritage” typewritten history of the First Friends Church, n.p., n.d., “Churches-Friends” vertical file, Local History 
Room, Marion Public Library, Marion, IN. 
10 “New First Friends Church.” Marion Leader-Tribune. July 23, 1914. 
11 “1st Friends Church Gets Building Bids.” Marion Chronical-Tribune. June 12, 1960.  
12  Ibid. 9. 
13 Jon Charles Smith. 1998. The architecture of Samuel M. Plato: The Marion years, grant county projects, 1902-
1921. (Master’s thesis, Ball State University, 1998), 5. 
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projects.14 After spending twenty years in Marion, he returned to Louisville. For the remainder 
of his career he was awarded many federal contracts including post offices and housing 
projects.15

Architecture

The Quakers were reserved in worship and their meetinghouse architecture. Traditionally the 
meetinghouse was a simple wood structure. They were typically six bays with doors in the 
second and fifth bays. The traditional meetinghouses were very similar in appearance.16

As with many religious faiths, time and discourse have a habit of fragmenting the church and 
sparking various sects of a religion. Quakers are no different. One of these are Gurneyites. This 
sect was sparked by traveling ministers who would hold meetings or revivals. This differed from 
orthodox Quakers by their desire for to their religion to have a more Protestant look. This 
included shifting from a more introverted mode of worship to clergy centered and shifting 
architectural preferences.17

The Gurneyites were more open to applying various architectural styles to their meetinghouses. 
This often gave their churches a more Protestant look. One of the early trends was a “front-
gabled plan.”18 The basic footprint was a rectangle or a small T-shaped plan. A double door was 
in the front gable, often had gothic style windows and sometimes has simple ornamentation in 
the cornice.19 The original First Friends Church structure built in 1884 met this description. It 
was a front-gable building with gothic windows and cornice ornamentation. 

Another major architectural movement within the Gurneyite Quakers was a style called the 
“Akron Plan” and was popular from 1895 until 1925. This style was popular as many churches 
from other denominations. One of the main features was castellated towers corners of the 
exterior with main entrances being in the towers.20 The 1914 remodel incorporated these. The 
new design called for two castellated tower and stuck with a Gothic Revival style.

14 Ibid., 6. 
15 Ibid., 9. 
16 Ibid. 3, 43. 
17 Ibid., 87. 
18 Ibid., 92. 
19 Ibid., 94. 
20 Ibid., 98-99.  
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____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested
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____ previously determined eligible by the National Register
____ designated a National Historic Landmark
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________

Primary location of additional data: 
____ State Historic Preservation Office
____ Other State agency
____ Federal agency
____ Local government
____ University
____ Other
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______________________________________________________________________________
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property .47__________

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (decimal degrees)
Datum if other than WGS84:__________
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)
1. Latitude: Longitude:

2. Latitude: Longitude:

3. Latitude: Longitude:

4. Latitude: Longitude:

Or 
UTM References
Datum (indicated on USGS map):

NAD 1927 or NAD 1983

1. Zone: Easting: Northing: 

2. Zone: Easting: Northing:

3. Zone: Easting: Northing:

4. Zone: Easting : Northing:
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

LOTS 5 & 6 & AL VAC WILLCUTTS 2ND ADD

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

This is the legal description of the lot where the property is located. 

______________________________________________________________________________
11. Form Prepared By

name/title: Clinton Kelly-MSHP Graduate Student___________________________
organization: Ball State University____________________________________
street & number: 2000 W. University Ave._________________________
city or town: Muncie____________________ state: IN__________ zip code:47304______
e-mail: cpkelly@bsu.edu________________________________
telephone: (317) 512-3365_________________________
date: 11/30/2016_____________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 
location.

Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map.

Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)
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Photographs
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 
every photograph.

Photo Log

All Photographs are of the First Friends Church, Grant County, Indiana and were taken by 
Clinton Kelly in 2016. Original photographs are stored with Clinton Kelly at 326 N. Monroe 
St. Muncie, Indiana 47305.

1. Side (North) Elevation, facing northeast
2. Limestone Inscription, facing east
3. Window Details (West Elevation), facing east
4. Front and North Elevation, facing southeast
5. 1960 Addition Detail, facing southeast
6. 1960 Addition Rear, facing southwest
7. Rear Elevation, facing northwest

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
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to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including 
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register 
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only 
categories and subcategories from the instructions.  

1. Name of Property
Historic name: Marion Fire House No. 3
Other names/site number: ______________________________________
Name of related multiple property listing:
___________________________________________________________
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing

____________________________________________________________________________
2. Location 
Street & number: Southeast corner of South Branson Street and East 14th Street
City or town: Marion State: Indiana County: Grant
Not For Publication: Vicinity: 

____________________________________________________________________________
3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 
I hereby certify that this nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property  ___  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following 
level(s) of significance:     
___national                  ___statewide           ___local 

Applicable National Register Criteria:
___A ___B ___C ___D

Signature of certifying official/Title: Date
______________________________________________
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property  meets does not meet the National Register criteria.  

Signature of commenting official: Date

Title : State or Federal agency/bureau
or Tribal Government 
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______________________________________________________________________________
4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register
determined eligible for the National Register
determined not eligible for the National Register
removed from the National Register
other (explain:)  _____________________

______________________________________________________________________
Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

____________________________________________________________________________
5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)
Private: 

Public – Local

Public – State 

Public – Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Building(s)

District 

Site

Structure 

Object 

X

X



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Marion Fire House No. 3 Grant County, Indiana
Name of Property County and State

Sections 1-6 page 3

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)             

Contributing Noncontributing
______1_______ _____________ buildings

_____________ _____________ sites

_____________ _____________ structures

_____________ _____________ objects

______1_______ ________0______ Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _________
____________________________________________________________________________

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

GOVERNMENT: fire station
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

VACANT/NOT IN USE
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Marion Fire House No. 3 Grant County, Indiana
Name of Property County and State

Section 7 page 4

_____________________________________________________________________________
7. Description 

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
NEO-CLASSICAL REVIVAL
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property:

Foundation BRICK
Walls BRICK
Roof 

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)
______________________________________________________________________________
Summary Paragraph

The old Marion Firehouse No. 3 is located at the corner of South Branson and East 14th Street on 
a typical city lot. The firehouse, constructed in 1910, is built in a neo-classical revival style. The 
two-story building is constructed with a load bearing brick exterior. The front façade faces north 
and has an original wood plaque that reads “Marion Fire De’pt No. 3” and includes the date 
1910. The firehouse retains much of its original integrity.
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______________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Description 

The old Marion Firehouse No. 3 is in Marion, Indiana. Marion is the county seat of Grant 
County. Grant County has a population of approximately 70,000 and covers 415 square miles. 
Marion has a population of approximately 30,000 and covers 16 square miles. 12 Marion is mid-
sized city approximately 65 miles’ northeast of Indianapolis. 

The firehouse is located on a corner lot with the façade oriented to the north fronting East 14th St. 
There are concrete sidewalks and the streets are paved with asphalt. The streets are mostly in a 
composed of a grid pattern. Originally, these streets were paved with brick and was a factor in 
deciding to build the structure on this location. 

The firehouse was constructed in 1910 in a neo classical style. The structure has a square 
footprint with a flat roof. The exterior load bearing walls and the foundation are both constructed 
of brick. There is a three-story tower in the rear. 

Front (north) Elevation- Photo # 1

This elevation has two large contemporary metal garage doors that composes most of the first 
story. The original wood portico is one-story with a flat roof. and is supported by the original 
three metal poles. Three original metal poles support the portico and is topped with the original 
wood balustrade. Ten original square wood posts with square beveled cap support the square 
balustrade.  Four boarded windows with limestone sills and lintels span the second story. 
Original one-over-one wood frame double hung windows are intact under the boards. The 
original wood sign is centered between the windows on the second story (Photo # 5.) This sign 
includes the date of construction with “19” in the upper left-hand corner and “10” in the upper 
right hand corner, “Marion Fire De’pt” in a semi-circle in the middle, and “No. 3” at the bottom. 
Decorative features include a dentiled cornice and portico trim. 

Side (west) Elevation- Photo # 3

1Us Census Website, http://www.census.gov/quickfacts/table/PST045215/1846908,12083,00 
2Us Census Website, http://www.census.gov/quickfacts/table/PST045215/00  
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This elevation has three sets of windows evenly spaced among the side. A dentiled cornice 
extends one quarter of the side. A boarded door and window with limestone lintel above it is on 
the first story. Originally this was one window. A boarded window with limestone lintel is on the 
second story. A set of horizontal brick protrusions flank this door and window and extend from 
roof to ground. Paired boarded windows with limestone lintels and sills are located halfway 
down the side.  A protruding brick column is located between the first and second set of 
windows. A boarded door with limestone lintel on the first story is located on the far south side 
of this elevation with a boarded window with limestone lintel and sill above it on the second 
story. A tower is located on the rear with an original wood frame window on the top of the 
tower. 

Rear (south) Elevation- Photo # 4 

This elevation has a three-story brick tower. Two boarded entrances are located on the first story. 
An original wood frame window with the lower sash of a double-hung window remains on the 
second-story. 

Side (west) Elevation- Photo # 3

This elevation can be divided into three section. Three sets of boarded windows with limestone 
sills and lintels are located on the first-story. An identical set of windows is located on the 
second-story. A dentiled cornice extends one quarter of the side. A boarded door with transom 
window and limestone lintel list located on the south end of this elevation. A fixed boarded 
window flanks the door. A boarded window with limestone sill and lintel is located on the 
second-story. An original wood frame wood panel double door with limestone lintel and sill
flanks the door and window on the south end of the elevation. This door leads to the hay loft. A 
tower is located on the rear with an original wood frame fixed window on the top of the tower. 

Interior

The first-floor plan consists of an open bay in the front of the building for fire apparatus. The 
rear of the first floor is divided into a storage area on the west side and an L shaped locker area 
and a chief’s office on the east side. The rear area was originally the stalls for the horses. An 
original wood staircase is located on the west wall. Halfway up this staircase is a door.

The second-floor plan consist of a large living quarters that spans the width of the building. In 
the center of this room is a protective metal door covering hole in the floor accessing the fire 
pole. The pole is not extant.  The opposite end of the living quarters is a row oak lockers 
separated by a hallway. The hallway is flanked by a bathroom on the east and a foyer leading to 
the stairs on the west. A hayloft is at the end of the hallway. A library is located between the hay 
loft and the foyer and has a ladder access to the hose tower. 

Apparatus Bay- Photo # 6,7
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This room is where fire apparatus was kept. The open room has a metal support pole in the 
center attached to a steel I-beam that spans the depth of the bay. A steel I-beam runs the width of 
the bay and separates the apparatus bay from the storage area and lockers/chief’s office. 
Originally, this I-beam separated the bay from the horse stalls. The window surrounds are 
painted oak. The walls and ceiling are painted plaster. The painted oak wainscoting extends one 
quarter of the windows. Four sets of groves in the cement are presumed to have assisted in 
guiding the firefighters with backing apparatus (Photo # 8). A storage area with painted oak 
cabinets is located on the southwest side of the bay. The hole located in the center of the ceiling 
was once where the firepole allowed access from the upstairs living quarters to the apparatus bay 
(Photo #9). This pole is no longer extant. 

Staircase-Photo # 10

This wooden staircase has a square newel post with square beveled cap. The post is decorated 
with a recessed vertical column with a recessed square above it on each side. The spindles have 
square ends with a lathed middle with many of these spindles broken or missing. A landing is 
located halfway up the stairs and has an oak wood frame with a five-panel wood door (Photo 11). 
The railing continues up to the top of the stairs with a newel post identical to the bottom post and
continues making a ninety degree turn and separates the staircase from the foyer on the second 
floor. 

Library-Photo # 12

The library is a room that is located adjacent to the top of the stairs. The north and east walls are 
constructed of wide painted planks. The south and west walls are constructed of brick. The 
window surround is missing and doors are painted wood with six panels. The access to the hose 
tower is in this room on the south wall with seven wood steps going up into the tower (Photo # 
13). A rope with pully system spans the length of the hose tower and has metal bars forming a 
ladder down the tower (Photo # 14).

Hayloft-Photo # 15 

The hayloft can be access either from the hall or the library. A platform is located at entry and 
five wood steps lead down to the hay storage area. The walls are bare brick and the flooring is 
unfinished. A set of wood double doors are located on the east side and was historically used for 
loading hay into the loft. A square hole in the southeast corner of the floor allowed access to the 
horse stalls for feeding. 

Living Quarters-Photo # 16

The living quarters are secluded off the hallway leading to the upstairs foyer. A row of lockers 
made of stained oak panel is on either side of the door (Photo #18). The door frame and transom 
window are stained oak. The walls are painted plaster and the ceiling was originally plaster but 
has fallen. The pole was in the middle of the room and is not extant. The metal safety door and 
brass anchor in the ceiling is still present (Photo # 19 and 20)



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Marion Fire House No. 3 Grant County, Indiana
Name of Property County and State

Section 7 page 8

_________________________________________________________________
8. Statement of Significance
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Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register
listing.)

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

B. Removed from its original location 

C. A birthplace or grave

D. A cemetery

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure

F. A commemorative property

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years

X
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Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)
ARCHITECTURE____
SOCIAL HISTORY___
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

Period of Significance
1910-1984__________
___________________
___________________

Significant Dates
___________________
___________________
___________________

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
___________________
___________________
___________________

Cultural Affiliation
___________________
___________________
___________________

Architect/Builder
Edward Tjulander____
___________________
___________________
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)

The Old Marion Firehouse No. 3 is significant at the local and statewide level under Criterion C. 
The firehouse was constructed in 1910. This structure is a great example of firehouse 
construction of the era and its evolution. The period of significance spans the construction in 
1910 to its closure as a fire house in 1984.

______________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)

Marion Fire Department (MFD) has a long and rich history that has seen many changes. MFD 
has seen the days of volunteers on a bucket brigade, horse drawn engines, paid firemen, and 
motorized fire engines. These changes are a prime example of how the fire service has evolved 
and is consistent with the shifting trends seen in fire departments across the country. 

MFD was incorporated on April 28th, 1853 as the “Marion Fire Company.” The ordinance stated 
that there was to be elected offices for President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer. All 
able bodied white male residents of Marion could become part of the Fire Company after paying 
dues of fifty cents to the Treasurer.3

There were twenty members of the original Fire Company with James Long as their chief. Early 
years of the company consisted of volunteers and a busy year consisted of ten fires. A wagon 
with loaded with buckets were pulled by the volunteers and bucket brigades were formed at the 
scene. By 1883, the Marion Fire Company was restructured and a fire station was built. There 
were several prominent citizens that were members. As Marion city infrastructure improved, this 
affected the fire company. Around 1875, the city built a water works. The fire company 

3 “Regulations of Marion’s First Fire Department Established April 28, 1853.” Marian Chronical. August 20, 1919.  
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upgraded from buckets to firehoses. The city bought its first horse drawn hose and ladder wagon 
in 1889. Two years’ latter two firemen were employed to care for the two horses used to pull the 
wagon.4

This setup was typical for fire companies across the country and the evolution of Marion’s fire 
department is consistent with these trends. Fire departments of circa 1850 became a social club. 
The firehouses were built as fraternal lodges. The 1853 ordinance for the Marion Fire Company 
mirrors this social club structure with elected officers, age/sex/race requirements, and payment of 
dues required. This social club structure changes nationally after the Civil War. Fire protection
becomes a matter of civic duty rather than socializing.5 Marion mirrors this with its 1883 
reorganization and rapid advances to its fire company. 

The Old Marion Firehouse No. 3 was constructed in 1910 to replace the building they were 
occupying on Thirteenth Street and Branson Street. The building was condemned and new 
quarters were needed. The land was bought from Addie Turner in March, 1910 for $1,000. The 
lot consisted of a house and a workshop. The original plan was to demolish or move the 
workshop and move the house to the rear of the property to rent to one of the firemen.6

Per newspaper accounts, construction was underway by the end of September with Edward 
Tjulander as contractor/builder. Original specifications anticipated the firehouse to be finished by 
September 1st, but there were unspecified interruptions.7 Plans for construction called for a two-
story brick building with lockers, room for six horses, and spacious living quarters for the 
firemen. The plans also allowed for this building to be big enough to house a motorized fire 
engine, which the city was planning on buying soon.8 Construction was finished by December 
and the firemen moved into their new station on December 10, 1910. The final cost of 
construction was $6,500.9

This fire station has many years of dedicated service to the City of Marion. When the firehouse 
was planned, they city planned to add a motorized fire engine. This came to fruition in 1914 and 
within two years, the entire MFD was entirely motorized.10 The Old Marion Firehouse No. 3 saw 
its last year of service in 1984 with its closing to increase manpower efficiency.11

Architecture

The Old Marion Firehouse No. 3 is a great example of firehouse architecture. The design of the 
station shows the changing trends of the fire service. This involves both physical construction 
and layout with the comfort of the firemen in mind. 

4 Robert Harvey. “Is a Far Cry From Present To Days When Tin Buckets Were The Fire Department.” Marion Leader-
Tribune. February 4, 1923. 
5 Rebecca Zurier. The Firehouse: An Architectural and Social History. (New York: Abbeville Press, 1982), 13. 
6 “Secure Station Site.” Marion Daily Leader. March 3, 1910.  
7 “Fire Station Is Going Up Slowly.” Marion Daily-Leader. September 30, 1910. 
8 “Soon Occupy A New Station.” Marion Daily-Leader. November 15, 1910. 
9 “House Warming Will Be Given.” Marion Daily-Leader. December 12, 1910. 
10 Ibid., 4.  
11 Gail Townsend. “Fire protection: Preparedness is the key.” Chronical-Tribune. October 21, 1984. 
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In the middle of the 19th century, the firehouse was viewed as a social club and design of 
firehouses had this in mind, as well as functionality. The turn of the century saw this shift to a 
desire of aesthetics as well as functionality12. The Old Marion Firehouse No. 3 is very simple in 
its construction, but does have aesthetic design features. The design has several Neo-Classical 
elements such as the white portico and the dentils on the portico and on the facia board. The 
1911 Sanborn map shows that this area was a mix of business and residential. A simple but 
pleasing design was often utilized to be sensitive to residential neighbors.13

The brick construction is another typical design feature. As the design of firehouses evolved, this 
gave the exterior a darker look that was wanted at the turn of the century. The brick was also 
fireproof.14 The hose tower is another typical feature seen in firehouses of the period. These hose 
towers were used to hang hoses to dry.15

The interior of the Old Marion Firehouse No. 3 retains much of the historic character. As the fire 
service use of horse drawn fire engines became standard practice, the horses were stabled in the 
back behind the apparatus room. The 1911 Sanborn map lists the firehouse as boarding two 
horses and there is still evidence of this. The areas south of the apparatus bay are where the horse 
stalls were and directly above this area on the second story was the hayloft. The hayloft has a 
double door leading to the exterior were hay was loaded and a trapdoor that allowed hay to be 
thrown down into the horse stalls. As the fire department shifted from a volunteer to a paid 
department, living quarters had to be included. As horses were widely used, the living quarters 
were typically moved to the second story to avoid sounds and smells.16 When the Old Marion 
Firehouse No. 3 was constructed, large living quarters were designed upstairs. A door is located 
on the staircase between the first and second story. This would help keep out the sounds and 
smells of the horses. 

As the paid full-time firemen were commonplace, it became very important to streamline the 
response to fires. When a mass exodus occurred, especially in the middle of the night, the stairs 
were congested and it obstructed this rapid response. To remedy this, poles between the second-
story living quarters and the apparatus bay downstairs were added.17 The pole is no longer extant 
at the firehouse, but the hole remains along with the safety door and the brass anchor on the 
ceiling of the second floor. As full-time firemen were required to spend extended periods of time 
at the station, it was common to design the interior with the comfort of the men in mind.18 Much 
of this intent remains. The living quarters are spacious and has pleasing aesthetics. Windows 
spanned the front ensuring natural light. Wood door frames are oak with a dark stain and transom 
windows. Original wood lockers made of stained oak paneling are in the common area at the top 

12 Ibid.5 ,119. 
13 Ibid., 157. 
14 Ibid., 89.  
15Ibid., 89, 19. 
16Ibid., 99. 
17 Ibid., 102. 
18 Ibid., 142-143.  
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of the stairs and in the dorm (Photo #18). The firehouse as constructed with electric lighting and 
a bathroom.   
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested
____ previously listed in the National Register
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register
____ designated a National Historic Landmark
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________

Primary location of additional data: 
____ State Historic Preservation Office
____ Other State agency
____ Federal agency
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____ Local government
____ University
____ Other

Name of repository: _____________________________________

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): 053-384-37332________________

______________________________________________________________________________
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 0.231________

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (decimal degrees)
Datum if other than WGS84:__________
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)
1. Latitude: Longitude:

2. Latitude: Longitude:

3. Latitude: Longitude:

4. Latitude: Longitude:

Or 
UTM References
Datum (indicated on USGS map):

NAD 1927 or NAD 1983

1. Zone: Easting: Northing: 
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2. Zone: Easting: Northing:

3. Zone: Easting: Northing:

4. Zone: Easting : Northing:

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

16-24-6211.01 & 6212 NON-TAXABLE WILLCUTS 2ND ADD W 1/2 LOTS 13 & 14

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

This is the legal description for the city lot where the property is located. 

______________________________________________________________________________
11. Form Prepared By

name/title: Clint Kelly-MSHP Graduate Student___________________________________
organization: Ball State University______________________________________________
street & number: 2000 W. University Ave.______________________________________
city or town: Muncie___________________ state: IN____________ zip code:47305_______
e-mail: cpkelly@bsu.edu_______________________
telephone: (317) 512-3365_________________________
date: 11/20/2016 _____________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
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Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 
location.

Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map.

Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 
every photograph.

Photo Log

All photographs were taken of the Old Marion Firehouse No. 3 in Grant County, Indiana and 
were taken in 2016 in collaboration with Clinton Kelly, Susan Lankford, and  
Caitlyn Barhorst. Original photographs are stored with Clinton Kelly at 326 N. Monroe St. 
Muncie, Indiana 47305. 

1. Front elevation, facing south
2. East elevation, facing southwest
3. West elevation, facing east
4. Rear elevation, facing north
5. Sign detail, facing south
6. Apparatus Bay, facing southeast
7. Apparatus Bay, facing southwest
8. Concrete detail, facing south
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9. Detail of pole access, facing southeast
10. Storage area and stair detail, facing south
11. Stair detail upstairs, facing north
12. Library, facing east
13. Hose tower access, facing south
14. Hose tower interior, facing southeast
15. Hay loft, facing southeast
16. Living quarters, facing northwest
17. Bathroom, facing east
18. Living quarters locker details, facing southwest
19. Firepole safety door, facing northwest
20. Brass firepole anchor, facing northwest
21. Door detail, facing south

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460
et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including 
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.






